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Taxes. — It  may  not  be  amiss,  at  this 
time,  to  say  a  few  words  about  taxes.  It 
will  be  recollected,  that  when  a  trifling  tax 
was  laid  in  the  days  of  John  Adams,  to  assist 
in  building  a  small  navy,  the  remnant  of 
which,  in  these  days  of  jieril,  saved  the  coun¬ 
try  from  disgrace ;  when  this  tax  was  laid, 
the  oppositionists  of  that  day,  those  who 
now  rule  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  were 
loml  in  their  execrations  of  this,  as  they  then 
^rmfd  it,  ^intolerable  and  useless  burden 
(he  people.  It  was  to  this  opposition 
they  owed  their  exaltation.  The  jieople 
were  frightened  out  of  their  wits ;  and  in 
^eir  ylanic,  displaced  their  faithful  servants, 
and  put  the  present  men  in  power.  These  I 
men  have  been  at  the  head  of  affairs  some 
ten  or  a  dozen  years,  and  in  that  time  they 
have  devoured  the  whole  substance  of  the 
country — they  have  dried  up  the  revenue 
of  the  nation — and  now  they  have  to  resort, 
to  that  worst  of  all  evils  which  can  befal  a 
nation,  lo  use  their  own  words,  they  have 
to  resort  t  j  vaxation.  The  taxes  laid  in  the 
time  of  John  Adams,  were  pronounced  in¬ 
tolerable  by  the  democratic  'party ;  it  was 
confidently  asserted,  that  they  never  could 
be  paid ;  and  to  make  good  the  assertion, 
some  of  the  patriotic  states  of  the  south  have 
not  paid  them  to  this  day.  What,  then,  are 
we  to  think  of  the  present  taxes.  Those 
laid  in  the  time  of  John  Adams,  compared 
to  these,  were  only  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket! 
John  Adams’s  taxes  were  laid  when  the 
country  was  in  the  most  flourishing  situa- 
tipfl  that  it  ever  experienced ;  the  tax  was 
low,  and  the  people  w  ere  rich ;  but  how  dif¬ 
ferent  is  the  present  situation  of  the  nation  ? 
A  long  series  of  restrictions  on  coihmerce 
has  reduced  the  nierchants  to  bankruptcy ; 
trade  and  navigatibn  are  annihilated  ;  and 
though  the  farmer  has  not  yet  felt  the  ca¬ 
lamitous  situation  of  the  country,  in  so 
great  a  degree  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cities,  yet  he  will  find  it  difficult  to  pay  the 
taxes ;  and  he  will  soon  learn,  to  his  sor¬ 
row,  that  the  little  finger  of  democracy  is 
heavier  than  the  loins  of  federalism.  I  know 
taxes  must  be  paid ;  they  are  necessary  to 
the  well  being  of  the  nation ;  it  is  almost 
impossible  it  should  exist  without  them : 
they  ought  therefore  to  be  paid.  The  time 
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and  manner  of  laying  them,  is  all  I  oppose.* 
They  ought  to  have  been  laid,  and  paid, 
when  the  nation  was  in  prosperity ;  “  in  the 
full  tide  of  successful  experiment,”  to  use 
the  words  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Then  was  the 
time  to  lay  taxes — small  taxes,  which  would 
not  have  been  felt  by  the  people,’  ami  which 
would  have  filled  the  coff*ers  of  the  nation^ 
so  that  when  the  evil  days  should  comoi 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity  of  lay¬ 
ing  heavier  burdens  upon  the  {>eople.  But 
this  is  federal  doctrine  and  tl^refore  is  ex- 
plo<le<l.  Taxes  must  not  be  laid  in  prosper¬ 
ous  times,  said  the  friends  of  densocracy.* 
The  people  then  will  not  bear  them.  But 
it  is  a  question  w  hether  they  will  bear  the 
present  taxes.  If  one,  two,  three,  or  even 
half  a  dozen  of  these  taxes,  would  answer 
the  wants  of  government,  they  might  possi¬ 
bly  be  paid  :  but  there  is  no  end  to  them.^ 
The  expenses  of  the  government  are  accu¬ 
mulating  to  such  a  degree,  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  their  ever  being  paid.  Tho^ 
taxes,  therefore,  arc  to  be  everlasting — they 
are  never  to  cease.  W e  must  make  up'  our 
minds  to  pay  these  taxes  yearly,  as  long  as 
we  live,  and  our  children’s  children  after  us. 
The  debt  is  never  to  be  extinguished.  IF 
the  interest  can  be  paid,  it  is  quite  as  mueli 
as  can  be  expected,  and  we  must  have  hea¬ 
vier  taxes  than  have  yet  been'  laid,  to  pay 
even  that. 

Very  few  men  comprehend  the  hlea  of  a 
national  debt.  We  have  indeed  heard 
much  of  the  English  debt,  but  very  few 
have  understood  it.  This  monster,  public 
debt,  which  has  so  long  been  held  up  as  a 
scarecrow  to  weak  minds,  while  it  existed 
only  in  Europe,  is  now  coming  nearer  home. 
It  is  no  longer  a  phantom ;  it  is  gaining 
amoug  us  It  “  local  habitation,”  and  soon 
will  be  a  dreadful  reality. — Though  its  ad¬ 
vances  are  not  at  once  perceived,  they  are 
nevertheless  steady  and  certain.  It  is  true 
the  people  do  not  understand  the  thing,  but 
th?y  are  in  n  fair  way  to  know  more  ih  ut 
it. — “  It  brings  its  terrors  as  it  draws  more 
near.” 

That  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
'  no-mni!s  amount  under  which  we  and  our 
posterity  are  to  groan,  let  us  mak*^  some 
little  ealculation  "  The  expense  of  the  wa? 
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has  been  estimated  at  forty  milliont  a  year. 
This  is  certainly  a  mcKleratc  estimation; 
and  it  is  more  than  protiable  that  when 
reckoning  day  shall  come,  if  it  ever  does 
come,  that  it  will  l>e  nearer  eiglity  than 
forty  millions  a  year.  Forty  millions  a 
year  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
tiiousand  dollars  a  day.  And  here  it  will 
be  necessary,  that  the  reader  may  fairly 
understand  this  sum,  to  inform  him  that  if 
he  had  tickets  in  a  lottery  where  there  were 
four  twenty  thousand  dollar  prizes,  and  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  draw  them  all,  he  could 
not  pay  tlie  expense  of  government  for  one 
day.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  day 
is  nearly  five  thousand  dollars  an  hour,  or 
eighty  dollars  a  minute.  Can  any  tax 
which  the  people  can  bear,  pay  such  a  debt 
as  this  ?  The  thing  is  improbable.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  war  should  continue  twenty  years, 
and  from  all  appearances  it  may  continue 
that  time  or  longer,  unless  we  have  better 
men  to  manage  our  affairs,  and  suppose  the 
expenses  should  accumulate  in  the  ratio 
they  have  done  since  its  comifiencem^^nt, 
what  would  be  the  whole  expenditure? — 
What  would  be  the  amount  of  our  national 
debt  /—I  am  tired  of  calculations,  but  I 
may  safely  say,  not  less  thiin  fifteen  luin- 
drtfd  millions. — A  pretty  little  sum  to  be 
expended  for  British  sailors’  rights  !  The 
interest  of  this  sum  at  six  per  cent,  only, 
would  be  ninety  millions  annually,  or  u|)- 
wards  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  a  day ! — A  very  respectable  debt, 
to  go  tiown  to  posterity ! — And  on  posterltjs 
and  our  latest  posterity,  it  must  devolve; 
for  I  believe  no  man,  who  understands  any 
thing  of  money  matters,  can  have  an  idea 
of  its  being  paid.  The  interest  of  it  will 
be  a  millstone  about  the  neck  of  the  nation 
to  the  latest  generation. 

Wlien  I  wrote  the  above  I  had  not  seen 
Dallas’s  late  report.  1  made  my  calculations 
on  probabilities — I  have  now  a  statement  of 
facts  on  which  1  can  proceed.  Mr.  Dallas 
is  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  he  is  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son’s  onm  man  ;  he  will,  therefore,  tell  the 
truth — democratic  truth,  at  least — his  rejmrt 
can  be  no  federal  lie.  From  him  we  learn 
that  the  demands  on  the  treasury,  for  the  last 
year,  were  upwards  of  fifty-seven  millions 
and  a  half ;  and  that,  with  all  the  direct  tax 
es,  the  duties,  the  loans,  the  treasury  notes^ 
and  every  other  item  of  revenue  which  could 
be  raked  and  scraped,  there  is  upwards  of 
nineteen  millions  of  that  sum  yet  unpaid  \ 
We  aho  teara  from  the  same  report^  that  af. 


ter  all  the  revenue,  authorized  to  be  raised, 
is  expended,  there  w  ill  be  upwards  of  forty 
millions  still  w  anted  for  the  expenses  of  the 
present  year  (1815.)  This  enormous  sunt, 
the  interest  of  which,  at  6  per  cent,  will  be 
about  two  millions  and  a  half  a  year,  or  near¬ 
ly  seven  thousand  dollars  a  day  ;  this  enor- 
moi.'s  sum  is  to  be  raised,  says  the  secretary^ 
“  partly  by  taxes,  partly  by  an  issue  of  trea¬ 
sury  notes,  and  partly  by  an  authority  to 
procure  money  by  loans.”  PaHly  by  tax>  s ! 
These  taxes  of  course,  must  be  in  addition  to 
those  already  laid.  Well,  what  new  taxes 
are  we  to  have  to  assist  in  raising  this  sum  ? 
Every  thing  that  we  can  think  of — every 
thing  that  we  eat,  drink,  or  wear,  is  taxed 
already.  No,  say!^  the  treasurer,  there  arc 
still  many  things  to  be  taxed.  We  will  tax 
inheritances  ami  devises,  bequests,  legacies 
and  statutory  distributions,  testamentary  in¬ 
struments  and  letters  of  administration  ;  we 
will  tax  the  dead  as  well  as  the  living — the 
young  spend! bril’ls,  who  are  to  inherit  their 
pro|)erty,  can  very  well  atfoni  to  give  a  part 
of  it  to  the  government.  We  will  also  tax 
all  legal  process  and  proceed! ngsf  m/*n  ought 
to  pay  for  justice,  if  they  have  it ;  it  is  a 
scarce  article,  and  certainly  should  not  be 
given  away.  All  con\eyunces,  mortgages 
and  leases,  shall  likewise  be  taxed.  For  if 
a  man  is  under  the  necessity  of  selling  or 
mortgaging  his  estate,  he  is  surely  in  a  had 
way,  and  the  government  may  as  wx*ll  have 
a  cut  at  his  property  as  other  svvimllers.  All 
dividends  loo,  must  be  taxed;  and  lest  we 
should  fail  of  raising  the  money  required,  for 
these  taxes,  or  some  of  them  may  be  evaded, 
we  will  lay  a  dollar  a  barrel  on  flour.  Peo¬ 
ple  must  cat,  and  of  course  this  tax  they  must 
pay.  We  will  also  lay  an  income  tax,  and 
an  additional  stamp  tax;  in  fact,  we  will 
copy  the  English  system  of  taxation,  from 
beginning  to  end,  from  A  to  Z.  Here,  then, 
we  have  a  string  of  taxes,  which  would  do 
credit  to  the  budget  of  a  British  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  A  string  of  taxes  w  hich 
a  free  people  never  paid  without  grumbling. 
But  w  ill  these  taxes,  oppressive  as  they  are, 
raise  the  money  required  ?  Far  from  it. — 
The  sagacious  secretary  does  not  expect  it. 
He  only  proposes,  by  this  system,  to  raise 
five  or  six  millions;  a  very  sm^ll  portion 
of  the  forty  millions  wanted.  And  how  is 
the  balance  to  be  obtained  ?  By  issuing  trea¬ 
sury  notes,  says  the  secretary,  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  millions,  and  by  borrowing  twenty- 
five  millions !  That  is,  in  plain  English,  and 
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Woi^s,  with  ftll  our  borrowing,  all  our  future  generations,  must  feel  the  effects  of 
taxes,  and  many  other  sources  of  revenue,  them,  1  cannot  dismiss  the  topic  without  de- 
we  are  upwards  of  nineteen  millions  ba<l  for  voting  to  it  a  few  lines  more.  I  think  it  a 
the  last  year;  and  after  all  the  usual  sources  duty  which  1  owe,  as  Editor  of  a  publia 
of  revenue  are  expended,  and  we  have  rai-  journal,  both  to  the  people,  and  to  the  go- 
Bed  five  millions  by  new,  unprecedented  and  venimeiit,  to  place  the  subject  of  taxation 
opfiressive  tuxes,  we  have  still  to  borrow  in  a  true  light ;  so  that  the  people  may  not 
forty  millions  to  carry  on  our  “  snug  little  be  taken  by  surprise,  when  the  taxgathereri 
war”  for  one  year  more  !  In  these  calcula-  call,  but  may  he  prej»ared  to  meet  the  crav- 
'tions  I  have  only  taken  the  secretary’s  state*  ing  demands,  to  w  hich  they  must  be  subject- 
meift,  of  the  actual  demands  w  hich  have  ed;  and  that  the  government  may  not  be 
been  made  on  the  treasury  (or  the  past  disapjiointed  of  the  fleece  it  expects,  and 
year.  Not  more  than  three  quarters,  and  find,  to  its  sorrowr,  it  is  shearing  a  naked 
perhaps  not  that  proportion  of  the  claims  on  hog,  instead  of  a  full  bloo<led  Merino  sheep- 
the  treasury  have  been  exhibited.  It  has  been  alreatly  stated,  from  Dal¬ 

it  is  well  known,  that  the  claims  for  ser-  las’s  report,  that,  after  all  the  taxes  he 
yices  in  the  revolutionary  war  are  not  a!!  could  contrive  to  lay,  there  would  be  more 
settled  to  this  day;  how' long  will  it  l»e,  than  forty  millions  to  be  providcKl  for  the 
then,  before  the  claims  for  the  present  war  current  year,  in  some  other  way.  This  sum^ 
are  settled  ?  If  the  war  w^as  to  cease  tomor-  these  forty  millions  of  good,  round,  heavy 
row,  these  claims  would  be  coming  in  and  Spanish  milled  dollars,  he  proposes  to  raise 
drawing  upon  the  treasury  for  thirty  years  hy  borrowing,  and  by  the  issue  of  treasury 
to  come.  Thus  we  see,  that  if  the  war  con-  notes,  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing- 
tinues  a  few  years  longer,  the  taxes  are  to  Forty  millions  to  he  borrowed,  to  grease  the 
be  not  only  without  end,  but  they  are  vcels  cf  (^ovemmrnty  that  it  may  lag  on  hea- 
to  go  on  increasing  in  a  geometrical  ratio  vily  for  one  year  more  ! 
everlastingly.  Last  year  our  taxes  were  'I’he  reader,  when  he  pronounces  forty 
double  to  what  they  were  iu  the  days  of  millions  at  a  breath,  thinks  it  no  mighty 
John  Adams;  this  yeiir  we  are  to  pay  dou-  matter;  it  sounds  but  a  little  larger  than  so 
ble  the  sum  we  did  the  last ;  and  next  year  many  thousands  ;  but,  gentle  reader,  let  us 
we  must  pay  double  the  sum  we  do  this  lof)k  at  this /zlt/f  sum;  let  us  see  how  much 
year;  thus  are  we  to  go  on  as  long  as  the  it  will  make.  Could  our  government  have 
nation  exists.  We  have  not  the  consolation  the  good  luck  to  obtain  this  sura  in  silver 
of  the  mail  w  ho  purchased  the  horse  at  a  dollars,  and  each  dollar  should  weigh  an 
farthing  for  the  first  nail  in  his  shoes,  two  ounce,  it  wouhl  weigh  two  m*!lions  five 
for  the  second,  four  for  the  third,  and  so  on.  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  about  tw^elve 
Though  the  price  of  the  horse  was  extra'  a*  hundred  tons  weight.  But  as  a  dollar  does 
gant  almost  beyond  measure,  yet  it  could  he  not  weitrh  quite  an  ounce,  we  will  sav,  in 
calculated,  it  had  some  bounds  :  there  were  round  numbers,  the  w  hole  weight  would  be 
but  four  shoes,  and  eight  nails  in  each  shoe,  one  thousand  tons.  Was  this  sum  loaded 
80  that  the  purchaser  could  know  what  he  into  wagons,  a  ton  in  each,  and  the  wa- 
^d  engaged  to  pay  for  the  horse  ;  and  be-  gons,  a  thousand  in  nnmlier,  were  strung  on 
sides,  he  had  the  horse.  Rut  to  calculate  the  road,  from  this  city  towanls  New’^  En-  . 
what  the  United  States  will  have  to  jiay  ffland,  for  that  is  the  route  which  all  the  - 
for  their  w’^histle,  their  “just  and  necessary  specie  takes  now-a-<l ays,  this  line  of  wa- 
war,”  would  puzzle  not  only  a  learned  gons  would  reach  from  St.  Panrs  church  to 
schoolmaster,  but  even  the  great  Gallatin  the  postoflice  in  West  Farms,  a  distance  of 
himself.  The  sum,  iu  fact,  will  defv  all  upwanisof  twelve  miles.  An  experienced 
calculation;  and  as  to  the  payment  of  it,  it  wagoner,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  feeling  tho 
will  be  utterly  out  of  the  question  ;  all  the  weight  of  his  loud  before  he  hitches  it  to  his 
money  in  the  universe  would  not  satisfy  it.  horses,  and  m^^asures  distances  wdth  hia 
This  subject  being  one  in  which  the  mind’s  eye,  before  he  attempts  to  measure 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  eve-  them  with  the  wheels  of  his  carriage^  would 
ry  man,  woman,  and  child  of  them,  are  say,  “  such  a  row  rvf  teems,  with  such  va-*, 
personally  interested,  and  tlie  present  sys-  liiahle  loads,  never  w  as  seen,  and  never  wilt 
tem  of  taxation,  and  the  wants  of  the  go-  be.”  True,  I  shotild  say ;  in  these  United 
vernment,  being  of  such  a  nature,  that  not  States  there  is  no  hone  that  such  a  thing 
only  t*ie  people  now  living,  bat  those  of  af!  I  wit!  ever  he  seen  !  But  this,  though  it  if 
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enough  to  make  any  thinking  man  stare, 
does  nof  piace  our  forty  millions  in  a  proper 
point  of  view.  Was  tliis  sum  in  dollars, 
and  these  same  dollars  should  be  lidd  in  a 
row,  on  the  post  road,  as  close  together  as 
they  could  lie,  and  each  dollar  should  reach 
an  inch,  they  would  reach  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  Wiscassett,  in  the  District 
of  Matine ;  or  from  this  city  to  the  boundary 
line  l^etween  North  and  South  Carolina. 
The^e  are  long  distances,  says  the  reader. 
So  they  are;  hut  the  dollars  would  reach 
much  farther,  for  a  dollar  will  not  lie  in  the  i 
space  of  an  inch.  But  as  there  are  very 
few  men  who  have  travelled  over  the  dis¬ 
tances  above  mentioned  ;  (his  mode  of  cal- 
culathm  may  not  l>e  altogether  understood: 

1  shall,  therefore,  place  this  litlU  sum — this 
one  years  ex|>enditure  of  our  economical 
government,  in  another  light.  Suppose  this- 1 
Slim  was  in  possession  of  our  government, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  mere  supjiosition,  for 
no  such  sum  will  ever  bless  (heir  longing 
eyes;  suppose  they  had  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  should  set  an  expert  account¬ 
ant  to  tell  it  off,  and  pack  it  up ;  and  he 
should  engage  to  count  and  pack  four  Ihou- 
iand  dollars  a  day,  it  would  take  him  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  years  to  perform  his  task ! 
Yes,  reader,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it 
would  take  a  man  more  than  thirty  years 
to  count  this  money,  which  our  government 
wants,  to  bear  the  expenses  of  our  “  snug 
little  w^ar,”  for  twelve  months  only. 

Having  placed  the  sum  demanded  by 
(he  treasurer  in  such  situations  as  that  eve- 
ty  man  can  understand  it,  let  us  now  talk 
About  raising  it.  Taking  it  for  granted 
(hat  this  money  must  be  had,  in  some  w  ay 
6r  other;  and  I  should  be  very  happy  that 
this  sum  was  all  that  would  be  wanted  for 
fhe  expenses  of  the  present  year;  but  let 
.  fis  not  talk  about  contingencies,  secret  ser- 
!  ^Ice  money,  and  many  other  items  which 
.  ihtist  be  paid ;  let  ns  talk  about  them  some 
<^ther  day.  The  forty  millions— the  thou- 
•And  tons  of  solid  silver,  is  quite  as  much  as 
.  we  can  manage  at  present.  Portv  millions 
of  dollars,  a  thousand  wagon  loads  of  so¬ 
lid  silver  must  be  had.  The  question  is, 
how  is  it  to  be  raised?  Mr.  Dallas  talks 
a)t>out  borrowing — this  he  knows  is  im¬ 
possible.  He  could  not,  at  this  moment, 
sell  his  stock  at  fifty  per  cent,  discount. 
Or  to  spe.ik  to  the  understandings  of  tdain 
honest  men,  he  con’d  not  get  fifty  silver  dol¬ 
lars  for  one  hundred  dollars  government  pa- 
per.^  How,  then,  can  he  borrow  ?  It  is  out  of 


the  question.  The  fact  is,  ne  one  is  disposed 
to  leml,  and  if  there  were  lenders,  there  is 
no  money  to  lend.  Government  stock, 
therefore,  can  do  them  no  good— treasury 
notes  are  in  the  same  j)redicament.  They 
are  depreciating  every  moment.  Even  the 
officers  of  government  by  their  speculations 
are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  lessen  their 
value — no  money  can  be  raised  from  such 
paper.  How,  then,  can  the  forty  millions  be 
raised  ?  There  is  no  way  left  but  by  taxa¬ 
tion — direct  taxation !  The  money  must  he 
!  had  and  taxation  must  raise  it.  The  next 
question  is,  how  much  each  man  must  pay 
to  raise  this  sum — this  one  year’s  expendi¬ 
ture  ?  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  the  census  of 
1810,  is  a  little  upwards  of  seven  millions  ; 
the  sum  to  be  raised  is  more  than  forty  mil¬ 
lions;  that  is,  in  round  numbers,  six  dol¬ 
lars  for  each  man,  w  oman  or  child,  in  the 
United  States.  This  sum  is  to  he  raiseil, 
independent  of  the  taxes  already  laid  and 
proposed.  Six  dollars  for  each  individual 
must  be  paid  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
present  year!  “  Think  of  that.  Master 
Brook.” 


Our  Condition. — The  various  advanv 
tages,  and  those  of  real  and  j>ermaneiit  imv 
portance,  obtained  by  the  enemy,  are  daily 
diminishing  the  general  expectation  of  a 
speefhj peace.  But  the  occupation  of  Castine,. 
of  Niagara,  St.  Mary’s,  and  various  other 
|K)ints,  however  gratifying  to  the  enemy,  in¬ 
asmuch  as  their  recapture  seems  hopeless,  is 
not  so  much  calculated  to  increase  the  de¬ 
mands  of  Great  Britain;  as  the  entire  prostra¬ 
tion  of  our  finances.  With  her  it  is  a  maxim, 
that  a  government  involved  in  bankruptcy, 
is  feeble  in  the  very  article,  where,  of  all 
others,  strength  is  most  necessary ;  and  that 
a  country,  thus  enfeebled,  is  more  than  half 
conquered.  The  perusal  of  Mr.  Dcdlas^s 
official  proclamation,  of  American  govern¬ 
mental  bankruptcy,  will,  in  England.,  be 
considered  as  silencing  all  question  of  Bri¬ 
tish  superiority.  And,  consequently,  the 
project  of  impoverishing  and  humiliating 
the  United  States,  will  be  pursued  by  the! 
ministry  with  renewed  vigour,  and  applaud¬ 
ed  by  the  nobility,  the  gentry,  and  popu¬ 
lace,  with  an  eagerness  approaching  to 
f»’enzy.  More  and  greater  sacrifices  than 
have  yet  been  demanded,  will  be  exacted, 
with  all  the  insolence  of  assured  superiority. 
Stronger  inducements  to  protract  the  bloody 
conflict,  than  those  which  are  presented  at 
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this  period  to  the  British  mind,  ean  hardly 
be  conceived.  May  I  be  permitted,  with¬ 
out  subjecting  myself  to  the  charge  of  being 
on  their  side,  to  state  once  more,  what  is  pro¬ 
bably  their  view  of  the  subject?  Esjiecially 
when  1  not  only  admit,  but  deem  it  an  in- 
wntrovertible  fact,  that  it  is  NOW  the 
crime  of  the  British  government  that  the 
war  continues.  The  crime  of  cmntnencins^ 
it,  was  OURS.  The  crime  of  continuing  it, 
after  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  and 
until  the  fall  of  Bonaparte,  was  ours.  From 
that  period,  the  crime  of  its  continuance  is 
EnglwiiTs,  As  men  and  Christians,  it  is 
our  duty  to  abhor  and  detest  all  those  who 
■are  justly  chargeable,  in  whatever  stage  of 
the  war,  with  the  crime  of  aiding  its  con¬ 
tinuance.  May  the  God  of  Mercy  pardon 
James  Madison,  and  cleanse  his  soul  from 
tlie  blood  and  misery,  the  butchery  and  mur¬ 
ders,  which  will  accuse  him  at  the  last  day. 
But  in  the  decrees  of  eternal  justice,  he 
must  stand  forever  accursed.  He  govern¬ 
ed  a  land  overflowing  with  “  milk  and  ho¬ 
ney  and  he  gave  it  up  to  carnage  and 
misery.  In  every  8!K)t  was  heard  the  music 
ol  joy ;  from  every  mouth  the  fulness  of 
content.  We  lived  in  such  a  land,  a  peoole, 
social,  religious,  industrious,  pro8T>erous, ' 
free.  We  seemed  to  have  a  go¬ 
vernment  only  l^ecaiise  it  was  tisval  to  have 
one.  All  that  we  wanted  of  that  govern¬ 
ment  was,  not  to  meditate  any  change  of 
our  condition — to  let  tis  alone — to  permit 
the  rain  to  descend,  and  the  sutl  to  shine 
•upon  our  country,  in  peace.  But  the  poi¬ 
son  of  foreign  partialities,  the  venom  of  fo¬ 
reign  antipathies,  had  curdled  the  hearts  of 
our  rulers.  The  demon,  ambition,  had  in¬ 
flamed  their  souls,  and  conquest  and  renown 
drew  them  forth,  to  proclj^im  that  peace, 
plenty,  and  happiness,  should  retire  for  war, 
poverty,  and  desolation. 

And  now,  at  the  feet  of  their  enemy,  they 
are  seen  imploring  a  peace ;  and  imploring 
it  in  vain.  Thev  see  the  war  continued, 
more,  perhaps,  to  punish  them,  than  to  dis¬ 
tress  our  country.  They  confess  their  in¬ 
competency,  but  their  hands  cling  to  the 
reins  of  power.  The  people  despise  their 
wickedness,  their  folly,  and  their  weakness, 
but  support  them  in  their  seats ;  determinecl 
•to  draw  upon  themselves  irremediable  ruin 
under  Madison,  rather  than  to  look  for  vi¬ 
gorous  war,  or  honourable  peace  under 
those,  who  foretold,  because  mere  common 
sense  was  able  to  foresee,  the  calamities 
which  such  counsels  were  sure  to  bring 
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upon  us.  It  is  not  a  mere  melancholy  re¬ 
flection— it  is  the  spectre  of  haggard  de-^ 
spair  that  croaks  in  the  ear  of  the  shudder¬ 
ing  auditor :  Your  country  is  surrounded 
by  the  flentis  of  war  and  carnage ;  and  how. 
dare  you  hope  security  under  th<>se  who  are 
too  imbecile  to  make  successful  war ;  tuQ 
much,  and  too  deservedly  detested  to  make 
even  a  dishonourable  peace.” 

For  in  truth,  Mr.  Madison  did  ofler  to 
make  a  dishonourable  peace;  and  he  wan 
refused !  He  covered  himself  with  infamy, 
everlasting  infamy,  and  he  was  refused  the 
boon  he  sought  at  so  great  a  sacrifice.  Mr. 
Madison  had  declared  his  war(iw  he  pro* 
lessed)  to  o'»tain  a  repeal  of  the  orders  in 
council,  and  to  compel  a  formal  renunciar 
tion  of  the  British  right  of  impressment. 
The  orders  in  council  were  repealed  iq> 
mediately  after  the  declaration  of  war ;  and 
Mr.  Madison  continued  his  war  to  resist 
impressments.  Under  his  own  hand  he  ich 
structed  his  commissioners  that  submission 
to  the  British  right  involved  “  a  surrender 
OF  OUR  INDEPENDENCE.”  Thesc  Were  his 
very  words.  And  this  same  Mr.  Madisop 
instructed  his  commissioners  to  “  surrender 
our  independence,”  hy  abandoning  his  pre;- 
tensions  respecting  impressments.  He  had 
subjected  us  to  Avar  and  taxes;  he  had  cau¬ 
sed  the  blood  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  to  flow  in  the  unhallowed  conflict  { 
he  had  spread  the  sable  gloom  of  hopeless, 
cheerless  misery  over  the  whole  extent  oif 
this  once  happy  land ;  he  had  invited  ra¬ 
vage  and  desolation  to  beset  the  whole  cir¬ 
cuit  of  the  empire,  because  he  would  not, 
and  because  without  a  surrender  of  our  iiy 
dei>ence  he  could  not,  make  peace,  unless 
the  practice  of  impressment  was  renounced. 
And  yet  he,  he  himself,  with  that  same 
hand,  unwearied  with  grasning  our  trea¬ 
sures,  red  with  the  blood  of  his  sacrificed 
countrymen,  he  was  ready,  with  that  same 
hand,  to  sign  a  declaration,  by  which  he 
was  to  convict  himself  of  falsehood  and  im¬ 
posture.  For  myself,  humble  as  even  .1  am, 
unknown  to  fame,  poor  and  obscure,  sooner 
than  1  would  have  returned  such  an  aji- 
SAver  as  Mr.  Madison  declared  his  eager¬ 
ness  to  do,  to  the  brothers’  blood,  that  waa 
crying  to  me  from  the  ground,  my  hand  ai^ 
my  arm  should  have  withered  to  the  socked* 
What!  plunge  a  nation  into  war;  rob  it  ^ 
its  money ;  and  cause  its  blood  to  streaip 
far  and  near,  for  a  rizhi,  a  sacred,  natianol 
right;  and  then  mth  my  own  hand,  re¬ 
nounce  that  right  !*-*Sooiier  than  even  1 
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would  do  it,  •  I  would  wrap  it  in  fire,  and 
suffer  it  to  be  consumed  to  a  cinder.  If 
the  right  was  to  be  abandoned,  not  by  vnt 
should  it  be  done.  If  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  was  to  be  multiplied  by  twenty-five 
thousand  more,  not  tor  that  sum  would  any 
inan  of  commonpridt  consent  to  the  infamy. 

Yet  a  peace,  thus  humbly,  thus  ignomi- 
niously,  thus  infamously  implored,  has  been 
denied  to  Mr.  Madison.  The  poisoned  chalice 
is  returned  to  his  tips  ;  and  w  e  the  people 
are  now  compelled  to  partake  of  the  draught. 
But  whatever  fate  may  await  us,  let  us  be 
innocent  of  at  least  one  sin  ;  let  us  no  long¬ 
er  curse  those  w  ho  detest  a  being  disgraced 
by  himself. 

If  it  be  possible  for  an  American  patriot 
to  fancy  himself  for  a  moment  a  proud, 
haughty  patriot  of  Britain,  would  or  would 
he  not  feel  and  think  somewhat  after  this 
sort  ? 

“  Madison  and  his  party  made  war  upon 
vs  in  secret  league  with  Bonaparte;  and  at 
a  time  too,  when  the  independence  of  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  were 
trembling  in  the  scale  of  fate :  he  deserves 
therefore  to  be  punished. 

“  Madison  has  been  too  feeble  to  do  ns  the 
least  substantial  injury,  too  feeble  to  protect 
his  own  territories,  although  he  boasted 
that  he  would  capture  whole  provinces  of 
ours;  he  has  been  ton  feeble  to  protect  even 
his  own  capital ;  with  all  the  benefits  of  an 
vnquestioned  national  credit,  and  the  im¬ 
mense  resources  of  the  United  States,  he 
has  l>een  too  profligate  and  top.  ignorant  to 
prevent  bankruptcy;  the  people  of  Ame¬ 
rica  are  infatuated ;  a  general  national  in¬ 
sanity  causes  them  to  cling  to  this  misera¬ 
ble  bungler;  Madisofi,  therefore,  can  be  pw- 
washed^  and  he  shall  be  punished.” 

Now,  in  sober  grief  I  ask,  is  there  any 
thing  improbable,  or  unnatural  in  this  ?  It 
would  be  miraculous  indeed  if  it  were  other- 
tlise. 

Peace  therefore  we  are  not  to  have.  We 
tie  not  to  have  It,  because  Great  Britain 
resolves  we  shall  not.  Then  what  are  we 
to  do?  Let  our  actual  condition  be  well 
understood;  let  the  idle  expectation  of 
peace  be  banished ;  let  us  look  our  danger 
intrepidly  in  the  face,  and  meet  it  like  men 
of  sense,  like  men  of  firmness :  “nec^uid 

ItEBPUBLiCA  DETRIMENTI  CAPIAT,  . 

(To  be  con^mud.) 


AN  ACT 

Making  further  provisions  for  filling  the  ranks 
of' the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  r«- 
prcsenlatices  of  the  United  States  (f  jimerica 
in  congress  assembled^  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  each  and  every  commissioned 
officer  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  recruiting 
service,  shall  be',  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to 
enlist  into  the  army  of  the  Ignited  States,  any 
free,  eftective,  able  bodied  man,  between  the 
ages  ot  eighteen  and  fifty  years ;  which  enlist¬ 
ment  shall  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  all  per¬ 
sons  under  the  age  of  twent;^-one  years,  as  well 
as  upon  persons  ol  full  age,  such  recruiting  offi¬ 
cer  having  complieu  with  all  the  requisitions  of 
the  laws  regulating  the  recruiting  service. 

8ec.  2.  yfnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  U 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to 
pay  or  deliver  to  a  recruit  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  to  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  any  bounty  or  clothing,  or  in  any 
manner  restrain  him  of  his  liberty,  until  after 
the  expiration  of  four  days  from  the  time  of  his 
enlistment ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
recruit  at  any  time  during  the  said  four  days,  to 
i'ecousider  and  withdraw  his  enlistment,  and 
thereupon  he  shall  forthwith  be  discharged  and 
exonerated  from  the  same. 

bEC.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  ot  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled  “  An  act  supple- 
meiitary  to  the  act  entitled  ‘  An  act  for  the  more 
pn'lect  organization  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,’  ”  as  requires  the  consent,  in  writing,  of 
the  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the 
enlistment  of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re¬ 
pealed  :  Provided  however.  That  in  the  case  of 
the  enlistment  of  any  person  held  to  service  as 
an  apprentice,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
whenever  such  person  at  the  time  of  his  enlist¬ 
ment,  shall  be  held  by  his  indenture  to  serve 
for  any  term  between  two  and  three  years,  his 
master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  half  of 
the  money  ^louoty ;  if  held  in  like  manner  to 
serve  between  one  and  two  years  the  master 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  third  of  the 
money  bounty  as  afoiesaid ;  and  if  held  in  like 
manner,  to  serve  one  year  or  less,  the  master 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  fourth  of  the  money 
bounty  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  lieai 
of  the  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  ifow  allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier, 
hereafter  enlisted,  when  discharged  from  ser¬ 
vice,  who  shall  have  obtained  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  his  company,  battalion  or  re¬ 
giment,  a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  his  dqty,  whilst  in  service,  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  be  surveyed 
and  laid  off  and  granted  under  the  same  regula¬ 
tions  and  in  every  respect  in  the  same  manner 
ROW  piespribed  by  law;  and  t^ie  widow  and 
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riiildren.  and  if  there  he  n®  widowr  nor  child, 
the  parents  of  every  non^coramissioned  oflicer 
and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law,  who  may 
be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  as  aforesaid  ;  but 
the  same  shall  not  pass  to  collateral  relations; 
any  law  heretofore  passed  to  tiie  contrary  not- 
wiihstanding. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  subject  to  militia  duty,  who  shall,  accord¬ 
ing  to  law,  furnish  a  recruit  for  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  at  his  own  expense,  to  serve  du¬ 
ring  the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from 
militia  duty  during  the  war;  and  every  recruit 
thus  furnished,  shall  be  delivered  to  some  re¬ 
cruiting  olhcer  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
immediately  gi*ant  his  receipt  for  such  recruit- 
to  the  pefson  furnishing  him ;  and  sliall  tbrth- 
with  report  the  same  to  the  department  of  war, 
and  shall  specify  in  the  report  the  name  of  such 
person,  and  place  of  residence,  as  well  as  the 
name  and  description  of  the  recruit,  w’hereupon 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  war  to  grant  to  the  person  furnish¬ 
ing  such  a  cecruit,  a  certiheate  of  exemption 
from  miHtia  duty  during  the  war,  upon  calls 
made  upon  authority  of  the  United  States; 
which  certificate  shall  be  good  asid  available  to 
all  intent  and  purposes  for  that  object :  and  eve¬ 
ry  recruit  thus  furnished  shall  be  entitled  to  tJie 
bounty  in  land,  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon 
the  same  conditions,  as  the  other  recruits  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  house  qf‘  representatives, 

JOHN  GAFLLARD, 
President^  pro  tempore,  of  the  senate^ 

Hecember  10,  1814. 

Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON.  | 

TO  THE  ^ 

HON.  JOHN  RANDOLPH, 

OF  ROANOKE, 

LATE  A  MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS  FROM  THE  STATE 
OF  VIRGINIA. 

[Concluded.^ 

Do  this,  and  if  the  present  incumbent  cannot  com¬ 
mand  the  confidence,  or  elicit  the  cesources  of  the 
nation— if  he  can  neither  make  peace,  nor  prosecute 
the  war ;  coerce  him  with  his  immediate  depen¬ 
dants  to  retire  from  office — voluntarily  as  to  form  if 
you  can — constitutionally  if  you  must.  Elect  Mr. 
King  to  the  prcsidency-^place  a  distinguished  Vir¬ 
ginian  in  the  department  of  state,  or  when  an  op¬ 
portunity  may  present,  at  the  court  of  St.  James’s ; 
or,  if  still  another  oblation  be  necessary  to  the  su¬ 
premacy  of  Virginia,  we  will  not  quarrel  about 
names  or  shades  of  difference,  place  Judge  Mar¬ 
shall,  the  present  Chief  Justiceof  the  United  States, 
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in  the  chair  of  state,  and  Ivfr.  King  in  the  vHJe-piie- 
sidciicy,  and  fill  up  the  sidiordiiiate  departments  of 
the  government  .with  men,  of  any  party,  or  from 
any  of  the  states  in  the  union,  provided  the  candi¬ 
dates  possessed  the  requisite  qualifications  of  talent, 
integrity,  and  reputation,  to  command  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  nation.  This  being  done,  should  the 
commissioners  return  from  Ghent,  re  infecta,  des¬ 
patch  immediately  an  honourable  plenipotentiary  to 
London  ;  let  him  offer  at  a  single  interview,  after 
the  presentation  of  his  credentials,  the  olive  branch 
of  peace,  by  agreeing  to  terminate  a  war  corainen- 
ced  in  rashness  and  folly,  and  pn)secuted  with  de¬ 
feat  and  di'-grace,  on  the  single  basis  of  “  status 
ante  helium.”  If  this  were  accepted  we  should  then 
go  to  work  most  cheerfully  to  repair  the  errors  and 
injuries  of  the  past,  and  to  forgive  and  forget  the 
authors  of  them.  If,  unexpectedly,  such  term 
were  rejected,  let  the  same  vessel  that  carried  the 
envoy  to  Europe,  waft  him  back  again  across  tb« 
Atlantic,  when  as  soon  as  the  result  of  his  mission 
was  known,  the  nation  would  indignantly,  and  in¬ 
stantly,  placing  its  shoulders  at  the  wheel,  and  fer¬ 
vently  addressing  its  prayers  to  him  “  who  rides 
upon  the  whirlwind,  and  directs  the  storm,”  fora' 
successful  issue  to  that  contest,  which  their  honest 
endeavours  could  not  a\nert,  manfully  meet  the 
issue  ;  and  a  struggle  thus  unavoidable,  with  undi¬ 
vided  energies  of  the  country  at  the  ertmmand  of 
the  government,  I  should  have  a  humble  but  firm 
reliance,  w'ould  neither  be  a  long  nor  a  doubtful  one. 

But  you  w  ill  ask  bow  ls  all  this  to  be  effected — I 
answer,  great  as  the  work  may  be,  with  an  honest 
zeal,  it  is  the  work  only  of  a  few  months.  The  le¬ 
gislature  of  the  union  Is  now  in  session — that  of 
your  own  state  is,  or  will  be  shortly,  as  will  be 
those  of  most  of  tlie  other  states.  Let  V  irginia  take 
the  lead,  and  promptly  adopt  these  amendments — 
let  her  faithfully,  and  fairly,  use  her  inffiience  with 
her  family  connexions  to  follow  her  example — let 
her  request  her  senators  and  representatives  at 
Washington,  to  have  them  submitted  by  congress 
to  the  other  states,  and  the  business  is  as  surely 
done,  as  that  of  a  conscription  bill  would  become  an 
act  of  the  government,  if  it  waited  only  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  the  president  to  complete  it. 

You  may  however  tell  us,  that  your  “  English 
blood”  (and  there  is  none  better)  w'ill  not  suffer 
you  to  do  this,  because  your  enemy  says  you  shalt, 
and  Massachusetts  says  you  must  do  something  like 
it,  as  the  price  of  peace  with  the  one,  *and  union 
with  the  other.  How  far  you  would  think  it  right, 
or  expedient,  to  reject  thi>se  measures  which  you 
admit  perhaps  to  be  necessary,  and  indeed  would, 
some  of  them .  otherwise  be  certainly  adopted,  be¬ 
cause  your  sister  Massachusetts  accords  with  you 
most  entirely  that  they  ought  to  be,  but  has  happen¬ 
ed  to  express  that  opinion  a  little  too  abruptly,  1 
leave  for  your  better  judgment  to  determine.  That 
all  foreign  dictation,  and  especially  that  of  our  im- 
mmliate  enemy  should  be  resisted,  usque  ad  inteme- 
cionem,  1  agree  with  you  most  fully  ;  or  rather  I 
admit  it  ought  to  be  repelled  at  every  hazard,  short 
of  suffering  our  pride,  and  our  passious  by  coming 
in  aid  of  the  policy  of  that  enemy,  to  furnish  the 
weapons  of  our  own  destruction. 

With  sentiments  of  great  consideration,  1  an^ 
dear  sir,  your  respeetful  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LLOYD, 

Boston^  Jan,  W,  181!^. 
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LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Wednesday ^  Jan.  18,  1815. 

GOVERNOR  STRONG’S  MESSAGE. 

Gsntlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representotives. 

In  compliance  with  the  reqaesi  of  the  members 
from  this  Commonwealth,  of  the  Convention  of 
Delegates  from  the  New-England  States,  which 
lately  met  ai  Hartford,  1  have  directed  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  transmitted  to  me  for  that  pur- 
pose*  and  which  appeals  to  have  been  the  result 
of  moderation  and  firmness. 

Immediately  after  your  adjournment  five  per¬ 
sons  were  appointed  to  constitute  a  Board  of  war, 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  20th  of  Oct.  last.  A 
copy  of  the  instructions  given  them,  and  an  ab 
stract  of  all  the  accounts  by  them  allowed  and 
paid,  prior  to  the  14ih  day  of  this  month,  togeth¬ 
er  with  such  proceedings  of  the  late  Commission¬ 
ers  for  the  protection  of  the  sea  coast,  as  have 
not  before  been  communicated  ;  will  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you.  From  these  documents  I  think  the  Lc 
gislature  will  be  satisfied,  that  the  Board  of  War, 
and  the  Commissioners  for  sea  coast  defence,  have 
discharged  tue  duties  assigned  ihem  with  fi^lity, 
and  with  much  advantage  to  the  public. 

The  Secretary  will  also  deliver  to  you  returns 
from  the  Qaarter  Matter  General,  of  the  Ord 
nance,  and  Military  Stores,  and  of  the  tents,  in- 
trenching  tools,  &c.  &c  the  property  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  stating  the  quantity,  quality  and  pla 
pes  of  deposit,  and  also  a  return  of ‘he  quantity  of 
military  stores  and  munitions  of  war,  that  have 
been  delivered  to  sundry  towns  for  their  defence 
by  order  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  protection 
of  the  seacoast^  These  returns  will  enable  the 
two  houses  to  judge  whether  the  state  is  deficient 
in  any  of  the  articles  that  will  be  essential  for  the 
general  defence,  in  case  of  extremity. 

,  In  erecting  fortifications  in  this  town  and  its  vi- 
oinitv,  and  in  other  exposed  places  on  the  coast, 
the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  neighboring  towns 
have  laboured  cheerfully  and  without  recompence 
on  the  works  that  were  deemed  necessary  for  de¬ 
fence.  The  patriotism  manifested  in  ^hose  volun¬ 
tary  services,  merits  the  public  approbation  and 
gratitude.  ^ 

By  the  Resolve  of  the  11th  of  October  last  the 
TreMurer  was  authorized  to  require  of  the  banks 
within  this  state,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  several  acts  of  incorporation,  and  upon  such 
terms  as  are  therein  specified,  the  loan  of  such 
sums  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  as 
might  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes 
of  the  resolve  of  the  14th  June.  At  that  time  it 
was  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  pro. 
curing  the  requisite  sums  from  that  source,  and 
the  Treasurer  soon  obtained  loans  to  a  considera¬ 
ble  amount.  But  the  Directors  of  some  of  the 
Banks  declared  themselves  unable  to  lend,  and 
others  have  expressed  such  reluctance,  aa  forbids 
an  expectation  that  the  whole  aniount  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  that  way,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  cautious  operations  of  the  Banks.  Be- 
aides,  the  sums  to  be  provided  for  the  payment 
pf  interest  on  the  money  ^rrowed,  and  for  the 


ordinary  expenses  of  government,  will  be  great* 
er  than  usual,  from  the  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  the 
increased  difficulty  of  collecting  taxes.  These 
circumotances  show  the  necessity  of  speedily 
providing  means  for  meeting  the  expenditures, 
which  the  public  exigencies  may  require.  In- 
deed  the  efforts  of  defensive  preparation,  which 
were  made  in  this  state  the  last  year,  will,  if 
continued  at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth, 
be  fatal  to  our  finances  ;  and  will  render  it  ne» 
cessary  to  impose  hereafter  such  burdensome 
taxes,  as  must  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  man¬ 
ufactures  and  agriculture  of  the  state  ;  nor  will 
all  the  resources  which  remain  to  us,  he  suffi. 
cient,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  furnish  the  re¬ 
quisite  supplies. 

The  attention  of  the  executive  was  early  di- 
ree’ed  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of 
October,  to  establish  a  military  corps  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  as  the  act  was 
passed  at  the  close  of  the  session,  some  delay  was 
necessary  to  obtain  information  concerning  the 
persons  proper  to  be  selec.od  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  8»  ate,  for  the  officers  contemplated  in  the 
act.  When  the  conncil  again  met,  it  was  thought 
expedient,  from  the  changes  in  the  aspect  of  our 
affairs,  to  incur  no  immediate  additional  expense. 
The  Council  therefore  advised  that  commissions 
should  not  be  issued  until  the  General^  Court 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  varying,  if  they 
thought  proper  their  measures  of  defence,  accor¬ 
ding  tc  the  change  of  circumstances. 

On  the  8th  of  December  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  the  pres¬ 
ident  had  authorized  Gen.  Dearborn  to  take  mea¬ 
sures  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  the  enemy  from 
the  District  of  Maine,  and  suggesting  that  any 
aid  which  I  might  be  able  to  afford  in  providing 
the  funds  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  en¬ 
terprise  would  be  gladly  received  In  my  answer 
I  informed  him  that  the  Legislature  had  authori¬ 
zed  me  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  mill¬ 
ion  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  for  the  pay  and  supt 

port  of  the  militia  who  had  been  called  into  s^- 
vice— that  it  would  be  difficult  to  borrow  a  suffi¬ 
cient  sum  for  those  purposes ;  and  that  I  had  no 
authority, even  if  the  money  could  be  obtained 
to  borrow  for  any  other ;  and  therefore  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  make  any  advances  tor  the  ob¬ 
jects  mentioned  in  his  letter.  A  copy  of  the  let* 
ter  and  of  my  answer  to  it  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

We  have  heard  it  observed,  that  the  state  Le 
gislatures  have  no  right  to  express  their  opinion 
concerning  the  measures  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment.  This  doctrine  is  repugnant  to  the  first 
principles  of  liberty,  and  the  remark  could  not 
hsve  been  made  by  any  one,  who  had  well  consid* 
dered  the  org^anization  of  our  governments,  or  the 
arguments  used  by  the  advocates  of  ths  na¬ 
tional  constitution  when  that  system  was^  a- 
dopted— —-The  government  of  the  United 
Slates  is  founded  on  the  state  governmems,  and 
must  be  supported  by  them  ;  the  I^gpslatuue  of 
the  several  states  cither  elect  the  members  of  tha 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  imtionel 
government,  or  prescribe  the  manner  of  their  clec: 
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(ton.  It  would  then  be  ttrange  indeed,  if  thef 
were  denied  a  right,  which  the  meanest  citizen  o< 
every  free  state  enjoya.  In  the  arrangement  of 
the  different  powers,  the  state  governments  are  to 
many  purposes  interposed  between  the  govern 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  If  the 
latter  think  themselves  oppressed,  they  will  com* 
plain  to  their  immediate  representatives,  and  th*' 
Remonstrance  of  a  state  legislature  on  their  behalf, 
will  not  often  be  slighted  by  a  wise  and  just  admin > 
(ration 

The  powers  of  the  United  States  government 
are  limited  by  the  constitution,  which  points 
out  the  extent  of  those  powers,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  to  be  exerted.  The  consti¬ 
tution,  however,  will  be  of  little  service,  unless 
it  is  religiously  observed.  ;If  at  any  time  the 
national  administration  disregard  its  authority, 
by  violating  its  express  provisions,  or  by  the  as¬ 
sumption  of  powers,  with  which  it  has  not  in¬ 
trusted  them,  their  commands  become  unjust, 
and  they  are  guilty  of  a  dangerous  abuse  of  con¬ 
fidence.  But  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  every  pri¬ 
vate  man  is  not  a  competent  judge.  The  state 
legislatures  are  the  guardians  not  only  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  citizens,  hut  of  the  sovereignty  of  their 
respective  states ;  and  while  they  are  bound  to 
support  the  general  government,  in  the  exercise 
•f  its  constitutional  powers,  it  is  their  duty  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  states  and  of  their  con¬ 
stituents,  and  to  guard  the  constitution,  as  well 
against  silent  and  slow  attacks,  as  more  open 
and  daring  violations.  The  security  thus  af¬ 
forded  to  the  people,  would  be  lost,  if  the  state 
legislatures  should  be  implicitly  devoted  to  the 
views  of  the  national  government,  or  were  de¬ 
prived  of  their  right  to  inquire  into  its  measures. 

In  all  free  states,  the  people  have,  at  some 
periods,  been  hurried  into  rash  and  dangerous 
excesses,  to  oppose  either  real  or  imaginary 
grievances.  An  individual,  who  is  under  the 
influence  of  passion  or  prejudice,  will  be  likely 
to  form  erroneous  opinions  and  pursue  indis¬ 
creet  measures,  and  yet,  in  the  highest  parox¬ 
ysms  of’  anger,  he  is  checked  by  a  sense  of  re¬ 
sponsibility.  But  When  the  passions  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  are  inflamed,  they  have  little  restraint  of 
this  kind,  and  will  be  in  danger  of  proceeding  to 
excesses,  of  which,  as  individuals,  they  would 
Ihj  incapable.  In  this  manner  the  abuse  of  liberty 
has  often  terminated  in  the  loss  of  it. 

To  prevent  such  fatal  excesses,  whenever  the 
conduct  of  the  general  government  or  its  ofli* 
cers  is  thought  to  be  unconstitutional  or  oppres¬ 
sive,  and  no  remedy  can  be  obtained  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  course  of  justice,  the  people  of  the  state 
have  a  right  to  apply  to  their  legislature  for  as¬ 
sistance  in  obtaining  redress.  Their  petitions,  I 
presume,  will  be  attended  to,  though  not  with  a 
disposition  to  impute  improper  motives  to  the 
agents  of  the  general  government,  or  to  con¬ 
demn  their  conduct  upon  slight  grounds  or  fri¬ 
volous  pretences.  If  the  members  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  are  convinced  that  the  complaint  is  vvell 
founded,  they  will  employ  the  most  prudent  and 
effectual  means  for  redress.  This  course  was 


thought  to  be  regular  when  the  constitution  was 
adopted ;  and  it  seems  to  be  the  most  effica¬ 
cious  as  well  for  the  relief  of  oppressed  indivi¬ 
duals  and  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the 
state,  as  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the 
support  of  a  just  administration  of  government. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  people  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  however  they  may  at  any  time  think 
themselves  injured  by  the  national  agents,  will 
not  resort  to  unautiiorized  and  inb^mperate 
measures,  which  may  prove  extremely  hurtful 
to  themselves  and  the  public,  but  cannot  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  either. 

Before  war  was  declared,  when  we  saw  the 
tendency  of  the  national  measures,  we  express¬ 
ed  our  most  ardent  desire  that  hostilities  might 
be  avoided.  We  could  hardly  conceive  it  pos¬ 
sible,  that  under  the  pretence  of  guarding  our 
commerce,  we  should  adopt  a  course,  by  wh’ich 
it  must  be  annihilated ;  or  that  to  protect  our 
seamen,  we  should  engage  in  a  war,  that  would 
lead  to  their  destruction.  We  knew  that  when¬ 
ever  the  war  between  France  and  England  sliould 
terminate,  the  evils  we  complained  of  would 
cease  ;  and  that  our  commerce,  if  unobstructed 
by  internal  restraints,  would  be  more  profitable 
during;  the  war  in  Europe,  than  after  peace 
should  be  established. 

Tf  in  the  arduous  conflict  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  respective  allies,  the  comba¬ 
tants  did  not  always  suspend  their  blows,  when  we 
happened  to  go  within  reach  of  them,  yet  we  could 
see  no  reason  for  our  interference  in  the  quarrel. — 
But  the  government  became  impatient,  and  though 
there  was  apparently  some  embarrassment  in  de¬ 
ciding  which  of  the  belligerants  should  be  attack¬ 
ed,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  attack 
both  at  once,  it  was  soon  determine*!  to  select  that 
people  for  our  enemies,  with  whom  we  were  the 
most  nearly  connected,  whose  commerce  was  most 
important  to  ns,  and  who  were  able  to  do  us  the 
most  mischief.  . 

Soon  after  tlie  declaration  of  war,  we  learned 
that  the  orders  in  council  were  repealed.  With  a 
view  to  ope!i  the  way  to  peace,  tlie  British  govern¬ 
ment  proposed  an  unconditional  armistice,  to  which 
our  administration  refuseil  to  agree.  The  rejection 
of  this  proposal  appearetl  to  us  an  extremely  un¬ 
fortunate  event,  as  a  compliance  with  it  might  have 
saved  the  honour  of  the  government,  and  extin¬ 
guished  the  war  before  it  was  kindled  into  a  flanae. 
tt  was  also  unfortunate,  as  together  with  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  it  served  to  convince  the  British  nar 
tion,  that  the  •\var»  was  waged,  not  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  marithiie  rights,  but  for  other  purposes, 
and  particularly  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Indian 
country,  and  to  conquer  the  adjoining  provinces  of 
Great  Britain. 

These  apprehensions  have  been  manifested  by  the 
British  gov'ernment  in  the  negotiations  for  peace. 
The  terms,  first  proposed  by  Great  Britain,  un¬ 
doubtedly  implied  a  want  of  confidence  in  our  paci¬ 
fic  views,  both  with  regard  to  themscKes  and  the 
Indians.  But  the  British  ministers  knew  that  the 
same  men,  who  commenced  the  war,  still  adminis¬ 
tered  our  government;  they  might  therefore,  be 
more  apprehensive,  that  former  measures  would  be 
repeated.  Should  the  conditions  of  peace,  to  whi^ 
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we  may  find  it  conreiiieiit  ultimately  to  agree,  be  . 
not  the  most  favourable,  the  fault  will  not  consisit ! 
in  making  peace,  but  in  having  made  war.  This 
fault  will  not  be  diminished  by  postponing  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  a  distant  period ;  neither  the  political 
character,  nor  the  moral  stain  of  an  unnecessary 
war  can  be  elf^tced,  though  the  war  should  be  con¬ 
tinued  many  years. 

We  still  flatter  ourselves  that  there  will  soon  be 
a  favourable  issue  to  the  negotiations  in  Europe. 
But  so  long  as  hostilities  are  continued,  and  we  are 
left  to  defend,  by  our  own  exertions,  onr  extended 
maritime  frontier,  the  duties  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state  must  be  ardtioiis.  I  hope  that  under  the 
influence  of  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  the 
measures  you  adopt  will  be  suitable  to  promote  or¬ 
der  and  tranquillity  in  the  state;  to  protect,  as  fra 
as  we  are  able,  our  exposed  towns  on  the  sea  cost ; 
and  to  preserve  unimpaired,  the  constitutional  pri¬ 
vileges  to  which  we  are  entitled. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

January  1815. 

The  following  letter,  in  the  original  hand 
of  the  great  man  whose  signature  it  bears, 
was,  we  presume,  dropped  by  General  Arm¬ 
strong,  in  the  hurry  of  his  flight  from  Wash¬ 
ington  to  Montgomery  courthouse.  We 
.  understaiKl  that  numerous  letters  were  found 
scattered  all  along  the  whole  way,  and  an¬ 
other  is  also  handed  us  to  do  as  w  e  please 
with,  but,  as  that  is  of  no  use  to  any  body 
hut  the  Ofvncr^  we  shall  suppress  it.  The 
following  being  altogether  on  subjects  re¬ 
lating  to  the  public,  and  the  public's  gene¬ 
ral’s,  there  seems  to  be  no  im()ropriety  in 
giving  it  a  wide  circulation. — E.  P, 

“  Albany,  Jan.  31,  1814. 

(“  CONFIDExVTlAL.) 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  have  had  two 
interviews  with  General  Wilkinson,  whom  1 
.  never  saw  belbie.  He  threatens  to  make  a  dash 
soon,  and  consulted  me  upon  the  very  plan  wiiich 
1  ha<l  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant. 

■  He  must  have  learned  that  I  had  suggested  the 
taking  of  Preseott,  aud  mentioDod  that  as  fiU 

•  plan  to  tickle  me. 

I  have  great  confidence  in  your  penetration 
'  upon  most  subjects,  but  1  fear  you  have  not 
formed  a  correct  jiiriginent  of  the  generars  ta¬ 
lents  and  qualifications.  He  is  wonderfully  te¬ 
nacious  of  bis  authority,  and  is  very  indifferent 
about  his  old  carcass  !  aud  vapours  too  much. 

1  predict  that  he  will  venture  but  little  if  he  can 
help  it. 

“  He  has  sent  me  a  request  to  order  to  Sack- 
.  ett’s  Harbour  one  thousand  militia  or  volunteei*s 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  cause  lor  the  call ;  the  act  or  author 
ritv  under  which  it  is  made,  or  the  time  ot  ser- 

•  T  I  am  endeavouring  to  get  some  volun- 
t  •  s  for  the  purpose.  1  hardly  dare  call  for  an- 

'  dutacijnicni  from  Collins’s  district  so  soon. 


The  authority  to  accept,  organize  and  transpoi^t 
volunteers,  ought  therefore  to  come  from  you. 
Will  you  drop  me  a  line  upon  that  subject  im¬ 
mediately. 

“  If  your  army  bill  has  passed,  send  forth  your 
recruiting  officers  immediately.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  men  can  be  enlisted  in  the  western  and 
northern  parts  of  this  state,  if  you  strike  whilst 
the  iron  is  hot.  Oont  forget  one  thing  ;  that  if 
the  bounty  be  not  advanced  punctually,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  first  inst^ce,  tlie  enemies  of  the 
government  will  be  able  to  defeat  in  a  great 
measure  the  object  of  the  law'. 

**  1  have  a  letter  from  General  Hail,  stating 
that  Niagara  is  garrisoned  w  ith  from  250  to  300 
men,  and  that  our  patroles  go'  within  musket 
shot  of  the  fort.  The  Ihitish  keep  no  guards 
outside  the  tort. 

“  Colonel  Scott  will  be  awkwardly  situated 
there  in  the  first  instance.  Major  Malcolm  has 
gone  on,  and  General  Hall  informs  me,  takes 
away  all  the  regulars  now  on  the  Niagara  fron¬ 
tier  (about  I'fiO).  Of  course  Scott  will  have  100 
men,  now  at  Green  bush  on  their  way  to  Niaga¬ 
ra,  and  about  1,700  militia.  J  have  told  him  I 
will  withdraw  the  general  the  moment  it  is  wish¬ 
ed  or  thoiiglit  piudtiit.  But  as  tw'o  of  our  bri¬ 
gadiers  are  volunteers,  and  may  have  influence 
and  be  esteemed  by  the  militia  and  volunteers 
now  out,  would  it  not  be  best  to  brevet  Scott  a 
brigadier  general  for  that  command  only,  with 
an  understanding  (if  he  is  not  to  be  appointed  a 
brigadier  in  the  army  immediately  j  that  the 
rank  shall  be  liiniteii  to  that  command.  I  have 
no  objection  to  it,  and  would  recommend  it  as 
politic,  and  as  the  most  popular  w  ay  to  get  along 
with  the  militia  brigadiers. 

**  We  have  a  curious  council  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  consisting  of  two  federalists,  one  Clinto¬ 
nian,  one  Madisonian,  and  your  huiiible  servant, 
having  a  casting  vote  only.  No  one  can  tell 
w  hat  w'e  sliall  do,  but  iiiy  own  belief  is  that  the 
council  will  be  decidedly  and  ioveterately  fede¬ 
ral. 

**  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  direct  the 
settlement  of  my  account  *as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient. 

“  1  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend,  &c. 

-  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

**  General  Armstrong. 

**  P.  8.  Are  we  to  have  an  armistice  or 
peace  ?” 

From  the  United  Slates  Gazette, 

A  PICTURE  OF  THE 

LOVELY  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS. 

By  himself,*^ 

The  days  seem  long  past,  since  the  Ame¬ 
rican  character  derived  lustre  from  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  men  high  in  office.  If  such  a  letter 
as  that  which  is  subjoined  to  this  articlef  had 

♦  “  Your  lordship^ t  a  goodly  villain,'* — Shae. 

f  For  the  Utter  rrferred  to  tee  United  Stales 
GazetU  (d'  the  2d  imtant. 
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appeared  in  the  times  of  Washington,  it 
would  have  consigrietl  both  the  governor 
and  (he  secrdary  to  universal  ref>robation. 
They  must  have  disappeared  from  among 
gentlemen  and  the  dignitaries  of  the  nation. 

The  case  is  altered.  Generous  feelings, 
delicate,  noble, and  disinterested  sentiments, 
no  longer  prescribe  and  regulate  the  coor 
duct  of  the  rulers  of  this  nation.  Bred  in 
the  Jetferson  school  of  hypocrisy  and  sel¬ 
fishness,  like  a[)t  scholars  they  have  imfiro- 
ved  urion  his  lessons,  and  to  the  hateful 
vices  of  subtlety  and  deceit,  have  super- 
added  the  fearful  character  of  ruffians. 

In  this  letter  we  have  a  specimen  and 
not  an  unfinished  one  of  the  vulgar,  mali¬ 
cious,  and  depraved  stamp  of  jacobin  high 
life,  . 

If  the  temper  of  the  nation  should  come 
round  again  to  the  point  of  departure  from 
which  it  begfin  to  decline,  with  what  sh#»?ne 
and  contrition  will  men  look  back  u[>on  the 
hardened  and  degraded  wretches  who  have 
lorded  over  them  the  whip  of  oppression, 
and  added  to  national  tyranny  the  persecu¬ 
tion  and  destruction  of  all  the  private  vir¬ 
tues  1 

If  this  reformation  arrives,  and  the  public 
eye  shall  ever  penetrate  into  the  deep,  dark, 
and  filthy  recesses  which  in  those  times 
cover  the  low  intrigues  and  despicable  ends 
of  a  rabble  faction,  how  will  it  turn  aw'nv 

w 

with  everlasting  disgust  and  indignation 
from  so  odious  a  spectacle.  Yet  sucrii  are 
now  the  highminded  patriots  of  America  ; 
the  pure  and  disinterested  advocates  of 
American  rights,  and  the  men  who  in  pri¬ 
vate  alfect  to  move  in  the  circles  of  honour 
and  virtue. 

Americans,  look  at  \\\e  picture  a  jaco¬ 
bin  gentleman  and  governor,  as  draw  n  by 
himself  in  the  epistle  below  and  tell  me  how 
you  like  it.|  This  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
passes  amongst  us  for  a  patriot  of  the  first 
water.  He  is  demure  almost  to  saintship. 
II is  exterior  simplicity  borders  on  idiotism. 
He  affects  to  be  the  plain  citizen ;  so  much 
so  that  among  the  poor  duped  sucklings  of 
democracy  he  is  called  and  known  as  the 
“  lovely  Tompkins.”  He  is  a  wonderful 
patriot.  In  his  zeal  for  this  war  and  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  sailors’  rights  no  man  has  been 
hotter  or  louder.  And  he  finds  his  account 
in  it. 

I  “  This  picture  I  niU  send  far  and  near,  that- 
aU  the  kingdom  may  have  due  note  of  him.'' 

SlffAK. 


But  see  bis  cunSing  and  malfec  unmask¬ 
ed.  Without  provocation  or  pity,  and  with¬ 
out  pri»vciple,  he  sacrifices  private  charao 
ter,  and  seems  to  luxuriate  in  the  arts  of 
defamation  and  in  the  most  hardened  prac¬ 
tices  of  personal  insult  and  injury ;  stab¬ 
bing  promiscuously  in  the  dark ! 

Under  his  own  hand  he  iftands  confessed 
a  vile  calumniator  in  secret  and  gross  slan¬ 
ders  against  the  commander  in  due/  (f  the 
American  armies !  And  yet  this  is  the  pure 
patriot,  tenacious  of  American  character, 
and  careful  to  sup|)ort  the  honour  and  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  American  officers  ! 

He  turns  out  by  like  confession  a  Iraiior 
to  his  brethren  in  arms,  to  his  07vn  generals, 
and  the  very  citizen  soldiers  to  whom  he 
owed  his  “  bad  pre-eminence.”  . 

He  not  only  stands  ready  to  sacrifice 
their  honour  and  rights,  andjihoseof  the 
great  state  over  which  he  presides,  to  su¬ 
baltern  pride  and  ambition;  but  vohmtecrs 
his  services  in  such  a  cause.  He  has  the 
wickedness  of  heart  to  devise  a  shameful 
fraud,  to  effect  the  dishonour  of  his  generals^ 
and  impudently  to  solicit  the  secretary  U> 
become  father  to,  and  execute  a  scheme 
abhorrent  to  the  feelings  and  violating  the 
dearest  privileges  of  brave  and  honourable 
men.  AVliatcan  surpass  in  perfidy,  in  cold 
hearted  indifference  and  cimtempt,  hispr^ 
fered  surrender  of  the  rights  ami  reputation 
of  the  generals  of  the  militia  army  of  >iew- 
York  ? 

In  the  overflow  ing  of  a  m  dignant  temper 
he  traduces  the  council  of  state  wiiboiit  ex¬ 
ception.  Men  in  that  capacity,  his  siipe- 
I  riors  by  the  constiturion,  an<l  far  mf)re  so  in 
their  w  isdom  and  integrity  ;  men  too  placed 
where  they  are  by  the  people ;  whom  tiib 
depraved  man  affects  to  adore. 

Not  content  with  this,  he  takes  occasion 
to  vilify  the  whole  body  of  federal  repubUcans; 
hecaiise  they  are  unlike  himself  in  opinions 
and  conduct,  he  pronounces  them  enemies 
to  their  government  and  prepared  to  defeat 
the  laws  of  their  country ! 

Yet  is  not  this  all.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
!  difficult  in  the  annals  of  human  depravity, 
to  match  such  a  deplorable  privation  of  all 
the  feeling  virtues  as  he  evinces  in  his  plan 
for  recruiting  the  army.  What  indififi  rence 
to  character,  what  hardness  of  heart  must 
he  possess,  who  decoy.^  men  to  deat}|,  by 
practising  upon  their  confidence;  and  who 
can  lay  hold  of  the  extremity  of  their  siif- 
ferin<rs  to  engage  them  in  bloo<l8heil  and 
murder !  Yet  all  iltese  things  stand  oonfets- 
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«d  under  liis  own  hand ! — ^Examine  the  Let  me  add,  however,  e  word  of  warnmg 
charges.^  to  the  “lovely  Drtniel  D.  Tompkins.”  He 

In  this  “  confidential”  epistle  to  the  war  must  answer  it  to  General  Wilkinson!  Go- 
fecretary,  speaking  of  General  Wilkinson,  vernor  Tompkins  has  “  predicted  that  he 
he  introduces  him  without  ceremony,  and  would  venture  but  littU  if  he  could  help  it.” 
treats  his  person  and  character  with  brutal  Generkl  Wilkinson  will  undoubtedly  |ifove 
insolence  and  injustice.  Observe  his  Ian*  the  governor  a  false  proj)het  to  his  “Jfecr#? 
guage :  “  1  never  saw  him  (he  says)  before.  It  remains  also,  to  be  seen  whether  he  “vd- 
He  threatens  to  make  a  dash  soon,  and  con-  pours  too  much,  or  is  so  indifferent  about? 
suited  me  on  the  very  plan  I  had  suggested!  his  old  “  carcass.”  Governor  Tompkins  will 
in  niy  letter  of  the  2d  instant.  He  must  not  he  long  without  an  opportunity  of  per- 
have  learned  I  had  sug2:ested  the  plan  of  sonally  trying  the  experiment.*  1  know 
taking  Prescott,  and  mentioned  that  as  his  enough  of  General  Wilkinson  to  “  predict” 
plan  to  tickle  nie.  I  fear  you  (Armstrong)  this  of  him;  a  mm  who,  whatever  of  fault 
have  not  formed  a  correct  oi.union  of  the  ge-  ©r  misfortune  belongs  to  his  character,  ne- 
neral’s  talents  and  qualifications”  for  “  he  ver  did,  or  will  suffer  himself  to  be  slander- 
is  wonderfully  tenacious  of  his  aidhoriiy^  ed,  ridiculed,  or  called  a  coward  with  im^ 
and  very  indifferent  about  his  old  carcass  puniiy, 

and  vapours  too  much.  I  predict  that  he  After  this  atrocious  libel  on  Mr.  Madw 
will  venture  hut  little  if  he  can  help  it.^"*  son’s  general,  let  us  see  how  he  treats  the 

It  is  thus  the  governor  of  New- York  tra-  mii^*ia  brigadiers,  his  own  generals.” 
duces  the  commander  in  chief  of  tJie  conti-  He  begins  with  General  HaU  ;  a  brave 
nental  armies!  He  has  seen  him  but  once,  and  distinguished  militia  officer  in  the  state 
and  pronounces  him  in  effect  a/ao/ and  a  ofNevv-York.  By  uncommon  efforts  with 
coward,  a  braggadocio  and  a  coxcomb,  adding  his  valiant  volunteers,  be  had  about  a  month 
a  vulgar  sneer  at  his  “  old  carcass  f  and  his  before  this  letter  w'as  written  to  the  Secre- 
elumsy  manner  o(  flattery  ;  for  he  would  tary  of  War  delivered  the  whole  western 
lead  us  to  suppose  that  General  Wilkinson  frontier  of  that  state  from  total  conflagra- 
had  sunk  low  enough  to  “  tickle"^  him !  tion,  plunder  and  conquest ;  a  condition  to 

Now  to  say  nothing  of  the  contempt  which  it  had  been  exposed  by  the  criminal 
thrown  on  Mr.  Madison’s  general,  ami  Arm-  neglect  of  this  very  Governor  and  Secre- 
etrong’s  own  appointment  of  General  Wil-  tary.  But  hr  General  Hall  was  a  Clintoni* 
kinsoii,  what  can  palliate  such  virulent  and  an,  and  had  thrown  tbc“  lovely  Tompkins” 
coarse  insult  to  a  veteran  of  the  revolution  too  much  in  the  shade,  and  must  be  disgra- 
and  an  honourable  man  ?  ced.  Col.  Scott  of  the  regulars,  was  or- 

For  whatever  General  Wilkinson’s  faults  deredto  the  Niagara  with  only  100  conti- 
may  be,  no  man  ever  charged  liim  with  nental  troops.  But  1700  Militia  Volun- 
cowardice,  or  as  wanting  in  the  generous  teers  were  then  there  under  the  command 
qualities  of  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier.  His  of  General  Hall.  Now  hear  the  “  Conti- 
country,  the  army,  and  his  fellow' officers  for  dential  Letter.”  “  Colemcl  Scott  (he  tells 
thirty  years  have  borne  testimony  to  his  can-  Secretary  Armstrong)  will  be  awkwardly 
dour  &  disinterestedness.  Yetis  this  “green”  situated  there  (that  is  he,  will  be  comm^md- 
and  “  gosling”  governor  w'ho  was  at  his  ♦^•d  by  this  state  brigadier)^  but  I  have  told 
“  pap”  when  General  Wilkinson  stood  fore-  him  I  will  nntkdraw  the  Gen,  (Hall)  the  mo* 
most  in  the  ranks  of  war  contending  for  ment  it  is  wished  or  thought  prudent.^ 
American  independence,  detected  in  an  at-  Now  mark  thejusticeand  honourable  con¬ 
tempt  to  expose  his  person  and  age  to  ridU  duct  of  this  pretender  to  the  high  character 
cute!  And  more  than  this  to  “  filch  from  him  of  a  gentleman  and  Governoiir  of  a  great 
his  good  name”  and  his  hard  earn e<l  prefer-  State.  He  tells  Col.  Scott  to  proceed  to 
ment.f  the  Niagara,  and  because  he  (a  Virginia 

*  “  My  jconsciente  hath  a  thousand  several  Col.)  would  he  awkwardly  situated  under 
tongues,  and  every  tongue  brings  in  a  several  tale,  the  command  of  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
and  every  tale  contkmns  me.  for  a  vilUiiny  Slate  of  New-York,  promises  to  “  with^ 

Rich.  hi. 

.  t  “  /  have  lost  the  immortal  part  sir  of  myself  turn  thy  falsehood  to  thy  hea^t 

wnd  what  remain  is  bestial  -my  reputation,  la'go  ^^^e  it  was  forged  wUh  my  rapiere  pninV^ 

“  The  pvrest  rertUai'nn  mnetnl  times  affryrit—  .  t  «*  if  lui  had  stud  Base  dunglull 

:s  spotless  reputation — thot  away — men  are  but  viUain  and  mcthanicaP  H.  vi. 
c  'tpeifi  inrr^.  nr  painted  clay.^^ — R.  i!. 
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Jlranf*  the  gallant  militia  Genera!  as  soon  as  (and  a  great  one  for  a  calculating  governor) 
he  (Scolt)  mshed*  it  or  thought  it  prudent^  he  has  the  eifroutery  to  reccmtnmd  asiiigil> 
The  Governor  was  all  alive  to  the  lar  fraud  on  &\\  rule  and  Justice  $ 

awkward”  predicament  of  the  Colonel  this  was  no  other  than  to  get  the  preskleiit 
(and  wliy  was  it  awkwardfor  him  to  be  com-  to  brevets  or  dub  the  col.  a  brigadier  gene*, 
m  olded  by  a  general  ?)  but  totally  insensi-  ral."*^  Not  for  any  act  of  heroisnt— not  for 
ble  to  the  wound  and  dishonour  he  wiis  a*  any  well  earned  laurels  at  that  time,  but  for 
bout  to  inflict  on  General  Hall.  He  was  to  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  him  9.  tetnporaiy, 
be  re^noved  at  the  pleasure  of  Col.  Scott,  false  and  unmerited  rank  and  pay  over  the 
wichout  faiilt,  w  ithout  his  consent,  Knd  \  commanding  ^  ner at  on  that  station.  And 
with  everv  title  to  hold  his  constitiitional !  this  contrivance,  he  adds, ‘‘  I  have  noolyeo- 


rank  and  the  emoluments  and  honour  ot  i 
that  comm  md. 

It  woutd  be  difficult  to  parallel  such  a 
piece  of  dishouesty  and  injustice  in  a  mili- 
tary  man  and  a  Governor^  were  it  not  to 
be  found  in  what  immediately  follows,  on 
the  suggestion  of  this  same  Governour  him¬ 
self.  It  seems  he  faltered  at  the  execution 
d*  \\\%  first  invention  and  promise  to  remoife 
General  Hall ;  and  one  object  of  this  “  con¬ 
fidential”  letter  is,  to  tamper  with  the  Sec¬ 
retary  at  war  to  em;)loy  another  kind  of 
frond  upon  the  “  Militia  General,”  which 
while  it  would  effect  his  removal  and  disho¬ 
nour,  might  still  appear  not  as  the  act  of 
Governor  Tompkins  but  as  from  the  war 
office  at  Washington  I  The  broad  shoulders 
d  \le8srs.  Madison  and  Armstrong,  could 
better  bear  the  bunlen  of  such  a  sin  ! 

I  have  told  him  (Scott)  that  I  will  with¬ 
draw  the  general  (Hal!)  the  moment  it  is 
wished  or  thought  prudent ;  biit  as  our  brig¬ 
adier  generals  are  volunteers  and  may  have 
influence  and  be  esteenud  by  the  militia  and 
volunteers  now  wjt ;  would  it  not  be  best  to 
brevet  Scott  a  brigadier  general  for  that 
command  only  with  an  understanding,  <fec. 
“  I  have  no  objection  to  it;  astl  would  re¬ 
commend  it  as  the  7mst  politic  and  popular 
way  to  get  along  with  •  the  militia  briga¬ 
diers  .^’t  Ah  !  thou  sly  and  graceless  go¬ 
vernor  !  • 

Thus  then  stands  the  case;  he  promises 
Col,  Scott  to  make  way  for  him,  by  superse¬ 
ding  General  Ha%  thus  committing  the  sta¬ 
tion  and  militia  to  a  colonePs  command.- — 
But  then  he  reflects  <hat  the  militia  generals 
were  “  volunteers,”  they  were  “  esteemetl” 
by  the  militia  under  their  command ;  tiiey 
had'  “  influence they  might  resent  this  in¬ 
sult  to  their  own  generals,  by  his  dismissing 
them  and  placing'over  them  a  stranger  rf  in-, 
ferior  grade.  To  get  over  this  difficulty 

*“  Your  bidding  shall  I  do  effectually 

t Call  you  that  backing  of  ymtr  friends  ?  a 
flague  upon  such  backing.**^2i  M.  it* 


tion  to ;  1  reconumnd  it  as  the  most  popular 
way  to  get  along  with  the  militia  brigadiers.” 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  language  con¬ 
veying  nR»re  contem{»t  for  militia  generals. 
It  is  seen,  then,  that  this  military  governor 
has  no  other  difficulty  in  his  way,  no  other 
trial  of  conscience,  but  how  with  the  most 
ssfe^y  to  his  own  “  popularity”  he  can  con¬ 
trive  a  methotl  by  which  to  sacrifice  his  own 
generals  and  the  sacred  privileges  of  a  sol¬ 
dier’s  rank  and  honour  ? 

Now  if  any  likeness  can  be  produced  to 
match  this  mean  and  daring  surrender  of 
state  rights,  and  violence  done  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  its  militia  generals  and  militia  actu¬ 
ally  in  arms,  unsuspecting  and  undeserving^ 
such  degradation,, then  is  Daniel  D.  Tomp¬ 
kins  only  the  second  rate  contriver  of  injus¬ 
tice  in  the  world.  And,  reader,  will  you 
I  believe  this  scheme  to  degiade  and  wrong 
j  those  brave  volunteer  militia  generals  wak 
i  actually  accomnlishefl,!  and  that  DanielJD. 
Tompkins  and  John  Armstrong  did  actual¬ 
ly  consummate  such  wickedness  ! 

Good  God !  How  many  poor  culprits,  not 
guilty  of  half  this  complicated  baseness, 
who  may  have  stripf>ed  a  hen  roost  or  pick¬ 
ed  a  [K>cket,  are  turnad  over  to  punishment 
and  infamy!  Y'et  will  this  Daniel  D. 
'rompkins  hold  up  his  head — brave  the 
scorn  of  the  world,  and  call  njvon  \m  fellow 
citizens,  whom  he  has  s»)it  upon,  in  a  few 
more  months  to  rechoose  him  for  their  go¬ 
vernor,  and  military  chief,  because  he  is  a 
pure  republican,  a  “  lovely”  man.  ainl  a  hot 
I  abettor  of  the  war  against  England.t  We 
I  shill  see,  nevertheless,  how  his  excellency 
is  to  “  erfit  ah>n!?”  with  these  “  militia  bri- 
I  gad  ers,”  so  “  esteemed”  by  the  militia  of 

I 

*  “  Preference  goes  by  letter  and  effeetion  not 
the  gradaiion.*\ — Othello. 

^  I  do  not  rsm-emher  whether  Armstrong  and 
the  president  were  drawn  into  this  intrig*ie :  if 
they  were  what  must  he  thought  of  either  their  spi¬ 
rit  or  their  honour? 

X’  Idol  qf  idiot  nershJppersP^—^vuM. 


THE  EXAMINER. 


2»8 


New-York.  It  will  be  proved  whether 
powularity”  and  “  policy,”  or  in  other 
words,  artifice  and  self-interest,  the  only 
gods  of  his  faith,  may  not  leave  him  in  pur¬ 
gatory  at  last ! 

If  indeed  the  militia  men  and  militia 
^oZ^ofthe  state  of  New- York,  will  swallow 
such  a  dose  ol’  contempt  as  this — if  they 
tamely  shut  their  eyes  to  such  nefarious 
intrigue  and  shameful  dissimulation — if  they 
shall  hand  and  heart  uniU  to  rewoi  d  him  hy 
a  re' election  for  the  honour  he  has  done  them, 
and  (he  love  shown  to  them,  then  he  has 
•servexl  them  right.  They  are  only^  to  he 
spit”  Ui'on,  and  kicked  and  betrayed,  and 
dishonoured  by  the  “lovely  Tompkins,”  and 
the  court  favourites  at  Washington !  If  they 
crouch  their  back  to  the  detested  load  of  in¬ 
jury,  it  is  proof  that  Tompkins  knew  them 
well,  and  that  no  degree  of  contumely  would 
be  resented.  We  shall  here  leave  his  ex¬ 
cellency  and  the  “  brigadier  generals  and 
militia  of  the  state  of  New- York”  to  settle 
the  delicate  business  among  themselves. 

I  proceed  to  a  remark  or  two  upon  the 
depravity  which  could  suggest  such  diabo¬ 
lical  hints  for  the  recruiting  of  the  Canada 
army,  as  the  “  lovely  governor”  throws  out 
in  another  part  of  this  letter. 

Breaking  off  suddenly  from  the  militia 
and  the  new  mode  of  cashiering  militia  gene¬ 
rals  by  hrevcUins  Mr.  Madison's  captains 
and  colonels  for  that  purpose,  the  governor 
breaks  forth  in  the  most  mandatory  and  self- 
important  style  to  secretary  Armstrong. — 
Certainly  if  the  grandeur  of  a  conception 
may  be  measured  by  the  extent  of  its  wick¬ 
edness- — ^if  the  glory  of  the  jjrojector  be  in 
proportion  to  the  depravity  of  the  project, 
then  indeed  he  had  ample  reason  to  triumph 
in  his  device  for  recruiting.  “If (says  he) 
your  army  bill  has  passed  (Arrmtron^\s  bill !} 
send  forth  your  recruiting  officers  immediate¬ 
ly!  A  great  number  of  men  can  be  enlist¬ 
ed  in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  this 
state  f  you  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot  /” 

And  now,  reader,  what  think  you  the 
“  lovely,”  and  tender  hearted,  and  meek, 
and  republican  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  meant 
in  this  urgent  advice  to  the  war  office,  to 
“  send  forth”  its  recruiting  sergeants  “  imme¬ 
diately,”  into  the  western  parts  of  New  York, 
where  they  would  get  “  a  great  number”  of 
soldiers'if  they  struck  “  while  the  iron  was 
hot  I”  I 

Mark  the  unfeeling  wretch.  Just  when 
he  wrote  this  letter  the  British  had  comple¬ 
ted  the  destruction  of  Buffalo,  and  ail  the 


towns  and  country  on  the  Niagara,  in  rr- 
vennc^  foV  the  inhuman  burning  of  Newark  in 
the  dead  of  winter,  by  the  Atnerican  army, 
under  the  orders  of  the  same  John  Annstror^ 
to  whom  he  was  writing.  The  whole  coun¬ 
try  for  fifty  miles  round,  expected  the  same 
fate.  Thousands  of  militia  had  marched 
suddenly,  and  without  necessary  food  and 
clothing,  to  this  western  part  of  the  state  of 
New-York.  Great  numbers  of  the  immedi¬ 
ate  suflerers  by  plunder  and  conflagration 
were  on  the  spot  houseless,  famishing,  and 
hopeless  of  relief. 

This  w  as  the  nick  of  time  to  “  send  forth 
(he  recruiting  officers.”  Now  it  w'as  “  the 
iron  was  hot,”  and  misery  was  to  be  turn¬ 
ed  over  for  relief — to  recruiting  sergeants. 
Yes,  instead  of  imploring  the  secretary  of 
war  to  “  send  forth  mofici/y  clothing,  and 
^istenance  for  the  volunteer  militia  and  the 
perishing  of  his  own  state;  instead 

of  ministering  comfort  and  binding  up  the 
broken  hearts  of  those  unhappy  sufferers, 
he  eagerly  “commands”  him  to  “strike 
while  the  iron  is  hot ;”  that  is,  to  enlist  them 
in  the  armv  during  (he  wutr. 

The  poor  militia,  who  were  just  disband¬ 
ed,  wandering  towards  their  distant  homes 
— wearied,  despairing,  and  pennyless — 
might  be  intercepted.  The  wretched  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country,  houseless  in  the 
snows  of  December,  wotdd  enlist  perchance 
rather  than  die  of  cold  and  hunger  ! 

This  was  the  prey  pointed  to  by  the 
“  lovely”  governor  I'ompkins ;  it  was  these, 
bis  dear  fellow  citizens^  who  were  hardly 
cool  from  his  election,  and  in  the  act  of  pre¬ 
serving  him  and  his  government  from  dis¬ 
honour  ami  subjugation,  that  he  turned 
over  to  the  “recruiting  officers”  of  John 
Armstrong,  with  as  little  compunction  as  if 
they  had  been  so  many  felons  and  thieves. 

“  Send  forth”  your  recruiting  sergeants^ 
John  Armstrong,  “strike  while  the  iron  is 
hot,”  and  many  of  these  fellow  citizens  of 
mmc,  poor  devils,  must  submit  to  the  dire 
choice  of  starving  or  turning  soldiers.  As 
to  their  poor,  expecting,  helpless  families, 
their  wives  and  daughters,  why  let  them 
lose  their  griefs  in  despair  and  death. 
What  is  that  to  you  and  me?  Now  can  a 
more  horrible  conception  and  scheme  be 
imagined. 

It  is  to  he  sure  as  deep  and  blackhearted 
as  can  he  well  conceived,  and  one  would' 
think  the  picture  could  not  be  rendered  more 
hellish. 

But  whoever  thinks  this,  underrates  the 
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ge«riu9  of  this  ^  popular*  and  “  politick*  aon 
of  dt'inocracy. 

Now ,  mark  again  this  “  lovely”  chief 
^  But  (says  he  to  the  secretary)  <!on’t  for¬ 
get  om  things  that  if  the  bounty  be  not 
punctu;  lly  advanced  in  the  first  instance  the 
eneinicsy^  &c. 

The  governor  was  not  confident  that 
Toere  cold,  hunger,  and  distress  would  drive 
over  his  western  “  fellow  citizens”  into  the 
armies  to  be  driven  into  Canada  without 
some  earnest  some  pecuniary  tempta¬ 

tion  ;  well  knowing  that  secretary  Arm- 
si  rong  had  a  bad  memorif  in  money  matters, 
he  tells  him  in  effect,  to  be  sure  to  send 
some  money  with  his  recruiting  officers. 
Let  us  make  sure  of  the  game.  Never 
miml  how  we  go  thrmtirh  with  our  promises 
of  bounty;  but  be  s!ire  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance”  to  have  it  paid,  the  trick  will  take 
and  our  net  fill  to  a  miracle ! 

Thus  to  the  ruffian  project  of  seizing  on 
the  misfortunes  and  the  miseries  of  the 
militia  and  his  “  fellow  citizens”  on  the 
frontiers,  to  force  them  into  the  regular 
army,  he  adds,  the  scheme  of  cheatins;  them 
into  it  by  false  pretences  of  bounty  money, 
never  to  be  paid  but  as  a  decoy  in  the^r^t 
instance ! 

So  advises  and  acts  the  gover¬ 

nor  Tompkins  in  the  case  of  his  poor  bor¬ 
der  “  fellow  citizens.”  Every  line  and  word 
teems  with  wanton  wickedness,  with  a  na¬ 
tive  propensity  to  defame,  to  wrong  and  to 
ruin.* 

At  length  letting  go  his  ferocious  grasp 
of  Wilkinson^  his  own  s^enerals  and  militia 
anti  devoted  frontier  fellow  citizens^  he  next 
attacks  the  council  of  appoint innit,"** 

He  Informs  Secretary  Armstrong  and  of 
course  Mr.  Madison's  cabinet  what  a  set  of 
ordinary  fellow's  compose  that  body.  “  We 
have  (he  says)  a  airious  set  of  them,  two 
fed  rcu^  one  Clintonian^  and  one  Madisonian, 
I  i>elieve  their  appointments  will  be  invete- 
raiely  federal.”  What  he  fn/ans  by  “mwe- 
tcraiely  federal”  is  easy  to  infer  from  a  pre¬ 
ceding  slander,  on  the  fed  ral  republicans 
of  the  Unittnl  States;  plainly  denominating 
them  enemirs  to  their  government,  and 
ready  to  oppose  its  laws.  No  doubt  this 
“  curious”  arid  “  inveterate”  grand  council 
of  the  state  of  New-York,  must  he  highly 
flattered  with  the  friendly  freedoms  of  his 
excellency.  He  has  introduced  them  in 

*  “  He  hath  out  villain’' d  villany  so  far  that 
the  rarity  redeems  him,*' — Ii^hae. 


high  style  to  the  court,  and  a  set  of  ingratea 
they  must  be  if  the  “  lovely”  governor  is 
not  rewarded  '  by  some  of  them  to  his  “  sa¬ 
tisfaction.” 

So  help  me  God,  if  I  were  one  of  that 
honourable  body,  or  had  been  so  insulted^ 
traduced,  and  abused,  my  negro  should  cow- 
skin  the  calumniator  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  city  of  New-York!* 

Whoever  shall  believe  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  the  author  of  the  letter  in  question  wnd 
hereafter  pronounce  him  “gentleman”  or 
think  him  such,  is  a  fit  companion  for  the 
lowest  wretch  that  walks  the’  earth.  In 
other  countries  and  amongst  men  of  a  high 
and  just  sense  of  personal  character^  such  a 
backbiting  intriguer  would  be  shunned  or 
turned  out  of  respectable  society. 

I  cease  to  observe  u[K)n  the  malignant 
and  unpardonable  contents  of  this  “  state 
epistle”  this  string  of  wanton  and  indiscri- 
nate  drf agnation, \  A  single  remark  on  the 
.conclusion  of  ibis  detestable  com;>ositioa 
and  disclosure  shall  at  present  suffice  for  a 
picture  of  the  “  lovely  'J'ompkins.” 

The  conclusion  is  Wxe.key  to  the  whole  of 
this  fabrick  of  falselwKHl  and  depravity- 
He  it  seems  “  wants  his  accounts  settled,^ 
This  was  the  secret  ;  and.  such  a  letter  as 
this  was  an  irresistible  document  in  Mr.  Ma¬ 
dison's  cabinet.;^ 

And  now'  reader  suspend  your  curiosity 
and  in  due  time  you  shall  see  a  picture  of 
this  “  account,”  and  of  the  acoounting  “  of¬ 
ficer.” 

It  will  make  plain  that  which  at  present 
perplexes  many  an  honest  citizen  of  New- 
York  and  other  places.  *  You  will  thence 
learn  how  easy  and  snug  a  business  it  is  for 
a  governor  with  six  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  put  into  his  hands  just  before  an  elec¬ 
tion,  to  give  war  and  vice  the  triumph  over 
peace  ami  virtue  !)|  .  v  ^ 

Mr,  Editor, — The  foregoing  remarks  were 
suggested  and  rapidly  penned  under  an  in¬ 
dignant  feeling  towards  the  man  who  could 
secretly  send  such  a  letter  to  one  of  the  heads 
of  departments.  What  shall  we  think  of 
the  governor,  the  secretary,  and  president, 
who  collude  in  this  shameful  way.  The 

*  “  Hence  rottein  thing  or  I  shall  shake  thy 
bones  ovt  of  thy  garments**— 

t  “  They  are  arrant  knaves  and  will  bwk  bite,** 

2  H.  ir. 

t  “  ^  jvggHng  trick  to  he  secretly  open,** 

'  Troii!.  a  Cres. 

II  “  Masters  (f  the  people  we  recfusst  yovr 
kindest  eor,**.-r-Conto,  ^ 
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president  must  also  have  known  all  if  Scott 
was  brevetled. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Colonel  Scott  was 
privy  or  party  to  these  machinations.  If 
he  had  been  in  the  scheme  of  “  getting  Ge¬ 
neral  Hall  removed^^  or  being  hrevelted 
solely  for  that  purpose,”  it  would  have  been 
an  injustice  as  well  to  General  Hall  as  to 
every  officer  in  the  continental  army,  who 
were  thus  overreached  in  military  grade, 
ever  to  be  regretted  in  so  gallant  an  officer 
as  Colonel  Scott. 

I  do  not  believe  him  a  party. 

After  all,  this  map  be  a  cotmierfeil  “  lei- 
Governor  Tompkins  map  never  have 
acted  and  written  thus.  If  so,  if  it  w  a  base 
forgery,  I  retract  the  conunentary.  It  would 
give  me  joy  to  believe  him  incapable  of 
such  feelings, such  cruel  slanders,  such  black 
contrivances.  If  innocent  he  w  ill  of  course 
denp  the  letter,  and  in  so  far  clear  himself 
of  so  foul  a  crime.  If  he  remains  sient  hel 
pleads  guilty,  and  the  just  sentence  of  man¬ 
kind  will  consign  him  to  his  pristine  insig¬ 
nificance,  but  stripped  of  his  early  inno¬ 
cence.  The  letter  is  published  at  his  own 
door,  and  whilst  uncontradicted  is  open  to 
public  animadversion. 

I  add  nothing  here  on  the  general  subject 
of  secret  official  intrigues  carried  on  between 
popular  favourites  in  every  state  and  heads 
of  departments  at  Washington.  It  is  well 
known  that  a  handful  of  men  in  each  state, 
by  these  illicit,  private  “  inforfnaiionf''  put 
up  and  pull  down  at  pleasure.*  Worth  and 
virtue,  real  patriotism  and  ability  are  slan¬ 
dered  and  ruined  by  these  means.  Yet 
mirs  is  a  “  pure”  government,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  believe,  while  they  are  bought  and  sold 
at  Washington,  and  offices  are  a  mere  bar¬ 
ter  carried  on  by  “  confidential  letters” — 
the  people  believe  all  to  he  the  result  of 
careful  foresight  and  individual  merit  ! 

SPIRIT  OF  ’76. 

OUR  FATHERS  WOULD  NOT  BE  SLAVES. 

HEBRON  MEETING, 

At  a  meeting  of  a  respectable  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hebron,  county  of 
Washington,  held  at  the  usual  place  of  town 
meetings,  on  the  26th  December,  agreeable 
to  previous  notice,  to  take  into  consideration 
a  late  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  for 
raising  12,000  men,  said  to  be  for  the  defence 
of  the  same  :  Daniel  M‘Donald  was  chosen 
cliairman,  and  John  Moodie  was  appointed 

*  “  Master  Shallow — choose  what  office  thou 
jrilt  in  the  land — His  thine,** — 2  H.  iv. 


secretary. — Agreeably  to  a  reiolution  the 
chairman  explained  the  cause  of  the  meeting 
— Mayhew  Safford,  Esq.  read  the  act  above 
alluded  te ;  and  after  observations  had  been 
made  thereon,  a  committee  of  the  following 
persons  was  chosen  to  draft  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the 
meeting,  viz.  I’hineas  Hitchcock,  Jedediah 
Darrow,  jiin.  Daniel  Kine,  Ebenezer  Ingersoll, 
jiin.  Charles  Allen,  John  Hall,  Daniel  M‘Do- 
nald  and  John  Moodie.  The  committee  re¬ 
tired,  and  after  a  short  absence  returned  with 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  which 
w'ere  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas  the  sages  of  the  constitution  abhor¬ 
red  despotic  power ;  they  freely  spent  their  blood 
and  treasure  to  overcome  it,  and  bequeathed  to 
us  that  solenm  instrument  as  a  sacred  monu¬ 
ment  of  their  valour  and  glorious  triumph,  and 
the  inestimable  charter  of  our  dear  bought  liber¬ 
ties — And  whereas  the  constitution  of  this  state 
expressly  mentions,  that  no  authority  shall,  on 
any  pretence ‘Whatever,  l)e  exercised  over  the 
people  of  this  state  but  such  as  shall  be  derived 
from  them — therefore. 

Resolved,  That  our  constitution  and  our  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  are  closely  entwined  with  every 
ligament  of  our  hearts  ;  and  that  we  heretofore 
have,  and  will  cheerfully,  at  all  times,  hold  our¬ 
selves  in  readiness  to  obey  its  mandates ;  and 
we  will  also  determinedly  claim  our  guarantied 
rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  recently  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  this  state  for  raising  12,000  men, 
said  to  be  for  the  defence  of  the  state,  w  hich 
troops  are  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of 
the  United  States,  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  act  un¬ 
constitutional  in  its  nature,  unequal  in  its  bear¬ 
ing,  will  be  oppressive  in  its  operation,  and  is 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  whatever  might  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  in  passing  the  afore¬ 
said  act,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  highly  spiced 
with  that  odious  mode  (f  conscription,  practised 
by  a  late  tyrant  of  Europe,  so  well  calculated 
in  its  nature  to  pave  the  way  to  tyranny  ;  and 
to  become  subversive  of  the  liberties  of  man¬ 
kind,  given  them  by  the  great  Creator. ©f  life, 
liberty  and  happiness. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  privilege,  and  we 
deem  it  our  duty,  personally  to  meet  and  re¬ 
spectfully  to  give  our  opinions,  concerning  any 
act  of  our  rulers ;  and  particularly  when  we' 
conceive  it  to  be  an  eventful  period,  and  an 
hour  of  peril. 

Resolved,  That  as  free  citizens  of  a  free  and 
independent  country,  we  will  cheerfully,  as  mi¬ 
litia,  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  support  the 
government  of  these  United  States,  and  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes  to  defend  our  country  in 
repelling  any  foe 'who  may  have  the  temerity  tp’ 
invade  it. 

DANIEL  M’DONALD,  Chainnm, 

John  Moodie,  Secretary, 
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tjetier  from  the  seeretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  commmittee  of  ways  and  means,  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the  state  of' the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year  1814 ;  also  a  view  qf  the  situation  of  the 
treasury  for  the  year  1815,*  with  propositions  relative  to  the  ways  and  means  for  the  same.  Laid 
.  before  the  house  qf  representatives  by  the  chairman  qf  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  January 
21,  1815. 

TiitAsuRY  Department,  January  17,  18l5. 

SiR-^I  have  deemed  it  hitherto  my  duty  to  wait,  with  deference  and  respect,  for  a  decision  upon 
the  measures  which  I  had  the  honour  to  suggest  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  noeaos  on  the 
17th  October  last.  But  the  rapid  approach  to  the  termination  of  the  session  of  congress,  induces 
me  again  to  trespass  upon  your  attention,  earlier,  perhaps,  than  is  consistent  with  a  satisfactory 
view  of  the  situation  of  tire  treasury,  as  some  important  plans  are  still  under  legislative  discos- 
sion.  I  have  now,  however,  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  waye 
and  means  the  following  additional  Statements  and  propositions. 

STATEMENTS. 

I.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  treasury  at  tlie  close  of  the  year  1814. 

1.  The  charges  on  the  treasury  for  1814- 

It  appears,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1813,  there  was  a  general  balance  of  the  apprOprta* 
tions  for  that  year  remaining  uhsatisfi^,  and  subject  to  be  called  for  at  the  treasury  in  the  year 
1814,  amounting  to  about  $8,131,313-  03,  and  composed  of  the  following  items : 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  civil  department,  about  .... 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  military  department, . 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  naval  department, . 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  diplomatic  department,  ■  . 

Of  the  appropriations  for  miscellaneous  Services,  . 


The  annual  appropriations  for  the  year  1814,  amounted  to  the 

sum  of .  38,003,^1  28 

The  sum  necessary  to  meet  the  engagoments,  in  relation  to  the 

public  debt,  was  about  .  .  .  j  .  11,560,586  39 


The  gro?*  charge  on  the  treasury  for. the  year  1814,  Was  $  57,694,590  TO 

2.  The  ways  and  means  of  the  treasury  for 

The  gross  charge  upon  the  treasury  for  the  year  1814,  amounting  to  $57,694,5SiO  70,  iMladed, 
as  above  stated,  the  balance  of  the  appropriations  of  1813,  remaining  unsatis6ed  ait  the  close  of 
that  year.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury  the  outstanding  revenue 
and  resources,  at  the  coininencement  of  the  year  t8l4 ;  auid  these  consisted  of  the  following 
items : 

Of  cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1814, 

Of  revenue  received  at  the  treasury^  in  the  1st  quarter  of  1814, 

Of  Revenue  received  in  the  2d  quarter,  .  •  . 

Of  revenue  received  in  the  3d  quarter. 

Of  revenue  received  in  th^  4th  quarter,  by  estimate 

or  the  proceeds  of  loans  contralcted  for  in  1813,  and  paid  ini 
1814,  .  •  .  .  .  .  ^  . 

Of  the  proceeds  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  1813,  . 
and  received  in  1814,  .  •  • , 

Of  the  amount  of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  24th 
of  March,  1814,  . 

Of  the  amount  of  the  loan  authoriiied  by  the  act  of  the  15th 
j  of  November,  1814, 

iftf  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  autliorizcd  to  be  issued  by  tiie 
act  of  the  4th  of  March,  1814, 

Of  the  atnount  of  treasury  notes  aiitborized  to  be  issued  by  the 
act  of  December  26,  1814, 


I  «f, 170, MO 


5,196,482 

4,286,062  28 
2,822,108  05 
2i313,183  20 
1,920,000 

- ^  11,311,3^  Sp 

8,592,665 

1,070>,000 

- 4,662,666  • 

25,000,000 

3,000,000 

- - - — ^  28,000,000 

5,000,000 

3,OOO.OQd^ 

- - - i-  8,000,000 


390,499  07 
2,666,230  33 
3,611,240  75 
253,846  62 
1,209,496  26 


8jl31,313  03 


49,563,277  07 


fn. 
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From  this  statenrent,  therefore,*  it  appears. 

That  the  rharjres  on  the  treasury  for  1814,  amounted  to  ...  . 

That  the  ways  and  means  of  the  treasury  for  1814,  amounted  to  .  .  .  57,170,.W0  53 

$  524,090  17 

And  this  excess  of  charges  on  the  treasury,  amounting  to  $  .524,090  17.  beyond  the  ways  and 
means  actually  appropriated,  will  be  payable  out  of  the  revenue  uncollected  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cemlier,  -1814. 

But,  independent  of  the  general  view  thus  taken  of  the  existing  charges  on  the  treasury,  and 
of  the  ways  and  means  designated,  by  law,  for  the  service  of  1814,  it  is  necessary  to  present  a 
statement  of  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for  that  year. 

The  nctwl  receipts  at  ttw  treasury,  during  the  year  1814,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $40,007,661  53, 
and  consisted  of  the  following  items  : 

The  cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  18f4,  amounted  as  above  stated,  to  5,196,482 ' 
The  revenue  received  at  the  treasury,  during  the  year  1814,  amounted,  as  above 

sUted,  to  .......  .  11,311,353  53 

The  cash  received  at  the  treasury  in  the  year  1814;*  on  account  of  the  loans  and  ^ 

issues  of  the  treasury  notes  authorized  in  1813,  amounted  as  above  stated,  to  4,662,665 
The  cash  received  at  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  loans  authori¬ 
zed  in  1814,  amounted,  in  the  second  quarter,  to  .  6,087,011 

In  the  third  quarter,  to  .  .  .  •  .  .•  2,81,5,060 

In  tire  fourth  quarter,  by  estimate,  .  .  .  2,707,810 

-  11,609,881 

The  cash  received  at  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  issues  of  trea¬ 
sury  notes,  authorized  in  1814,  amounted  in  the  second  quarter,  to  1,392,100 

In  the  third  quarter,  to  . .  .  1,603,900 

In  the  iburth  quarter,  to  ...  .  .  .  .  4,231 ,280 

- -  7;227.280  ‘ 

40,007,661 

Tlie  actual  disbursements  at  the  treasury,  during  1814,  (taking  a  part  of  the 
fourth  quarter  by  estimate)  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $38,273,619  28,.  and  eon- 
sisted  of  the  foltbwing  payments  : 

For  civil  department, .  933,327  97 

For  miscellaneous  services,  .  .  •  ,  .  .  1,207,492  30 

For  the  diplomatic  department, .  206,306  52 

For  the  military  department,.  ....  .  .  20,510,238 

For  the  naval  department,  .  .  ,  ,  .  .  .  7,312,899  90 

For  the  public  debt,  .  .  .  . .  8,103,354  59 

-  38,273,619  28 

The  estimated  balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury,  on  the  31st  of  De¬ 
cember,  1814,  being  .  .  .  .  ' .  1,734,042  25 

To  these  views,  however,  1st,  of  the  general  charges  on  the  treasury,  and  on  the  ways  and 
means  designated  by  law,  for  the  service  of  1814;  and  2d,  of  the  actual  receipts  and  dishurse- 
n-eiits  at  the  treasury,  during  that  year,  it  is  proper  to  add  a  statement  of  the  result,  showing 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  1814,  in^  relation  to  the  unsatistied  demands,  and  to 
the  unexpended  ways  and  means. 

The  unsatisjied  demands  on  the  treasury,  at  the  close  of  1814,  amounted  to  $19,420,971  42,  and 
consisted  of  the  balance  of  appropriations  for  the  following  objects  : 

For  the  civil  department,  .......  519,967  11  ^  .. 

For  roiscellaneous’  services,  .  .  .  ...  . .  1,285,682  36 

For  the  diplomatic  department, .  230,940  10 

For  tlie  military  department, .  9,458,898  33 

For  the  naval  department,  . .  4,468,251  72 

For  the  public  debt,  .  3,457,231  80 

-  19,420,971  42 

The  unexpended  ammirU  qfthe  nays  and  means  provided  for  1814,  was  $23,396,881  25,  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  following  items : 

Cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janiiaiy,  1814,  estimated  at  1,734,042  25 
Beveniie  uncollected  and  outstanding,  estimated  at  .  •  4,500,000 

Autliority  to  borrow  money  and  to  issue  treasury  notes,  not  exe- 
riited,  or  Dot‘  vet  productive,  under  acts  of  the  4tb  and  24tb  of 

March,  1814,  '  .  8,162,839 

Stock  sent  to  Europe, .  3,000,000 

Under  act  of  November  15,  1814,  ....  3,000,000 

^oder  act  of  Deceaiber  26,  1814»  ....  3,000,000 


9,000,000-^ - 23,396,881  25 
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Th®  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  tn  reference  to  the  service  of  1814,  including 

revenue  and  the  unexecuted  authority  to  borrow,  and  to  issue  treasury  notes  ’ 

is  therefore,  . . $3,875,909  85 

The  conclusion  from  tliis  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  under 
the  different  views  which  have  been  presented,  would  seem  to  establish,  that  the  ways  and  means 
provided  for  the  service  of  that  year  were  considerably  more  than  the  demands  on  the  trea.snry 
would  require.  But  it  must  always  be  recollected  that  the  demands  are  positive  and  urgent  ? 
while  a  great  portion  of  the  ways  and  means  rests  upon  a  precarious  fotindati.Hi.  Thus : 

The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  treasury  for  the  service  of  1814,  positive  and  ur-  • 

gent  in  their  nature,  amount  to . .  42 

Tlie  cash  in  the  treasury  and  the  outstanding  revenue,  only  amount  to  •  .  6,234,042  25. 

$13,186,929  IT 

And,  consequently,  the  payment  of  the  diderence,  amounting  to  $13^186,929  17,  for  the  ser* 
vice  of  1814,  must  depend  on  the  success  of  raising  money  by  loan,  or  by  issai^  -of 
notes,  under  the  executed  authority  constituting  the  remaining  ways  and  means  designated  for 
the  same  year. 

IT.  Statement  of  the  situation  of  the  treasury  for  the  year  1815. 

T.  The  chart[tt  uponthe  treasury  for  the  vexir  1815,  ns  already  aseertained. 

The  estimates  for  the  annual  annropriations  amount  to  $40,538,889  39  consisting  of  the  following  items: 
For  civil.  iKplomatic  and  miscellaneous  expenses  ....  1,979,289  39 


The  estimates  for  the  annual  appropriations  amount  to  $40,538,889  39  co 
For  civil,  iKplomatic  and  miscellaneous  expenses  .... 
For  the  military  department,  ......  ^ 

For  the  naval  department . *  .  . 

The  piihlic  deht  will  call  for  a  sum  of  15,493,145  30  to  answer 
the  following  claims ; 

For  interest  and  reimbursement  of  stocks  existing  before  the  war. 

For  interest  on  the  funded  debt  created  since  the  war. 

For  the  interest  on  loans  to  be  effected  in  1815,  by  estimate, 

For  the  principal  and  interest  qf  treasury  notes  falling  due  in  1815,  and 
on  the  1st  of  January  1816,  .....*. 


30,342,238 

8,217,362  “40,538,889  ^ 


3,452,775  46, 
2,922,816  72 
l,5o6,ooo 


7,617,553  12 


15,493,145  SO 


f  56,032,034  69 

From  this  view  it  appears,  that  ways  and  means  must  now  be  provided  for  an  expanditure 
56,032,034  69  doll,  in  the  year  1815,  independent  of  such  additions  as  may  arise  from  the  contemplated 
establishment  of  a  sinking  bind,  in  relation  to  the  public  debt  created  since  the  war,  and  from  any  other 
new  object  of  expense,  which  shall  be  authorized  during  the  present  year. 

2.  The  7mys  and  means  of  the  treasury  for  iSi5. 

The  outstanding  and  uncollected  revenue,  at  the  commencement  of  1815,  has  been  considered  as  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  payment  of  un«atis5ed  balances  of  the  appropriations  for  the  preceding  year ;  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  only  such  parts  of  the  revenue,  as  shall  acorue,  and  be  actually  received  at  the  treasury,  du¬ 
ring  1815,  can  be  embraced  in  the  resources  for  the  current  service.  But  it  also  follows,  from  that  view'- 
of  the  subject,  that  .the  treasury  is  entitled  to  be  credited  in  1815,  for  the  excess,  in  the  provision  of 
ways  and  means,  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  1814. 

This  excess,  consisting  of  cash,  of  outstanding  revenue,  and  of  an  authority  to  borrow, 

or  to  issue  treasury  notes,  amounts,  as  above  stated,  to  the  sura  of  ...  3,975,909  83 

The  net  sum  receivable  into  the  treasury,  in  the  year  1815,  for  duties  on  goods  import¬ 
ed  during  that  veav.^ciinnot  be  safely  estimated  at  a  greater  sum  than  .  :  •  1,000,000  ' 

The  direc*  tax  will  probably  give  to  the  treasury  during  the  year  1815,  a  snm  of  .  2,0'‘)0,000 

The  internal  dnties,  old  and  new,  and  postage,  on  an  estimate  which  is  stated  in  the 

scheilule  A,  will  probably  produce,  in  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of  ...  .  7,050,^VH) 

The  sales  of  public  lands  will  probably  produce  in  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of  .  .  1,000  000  ' 

’The  amount  of  iucidental  receipts,  from  miscellaneous  sources,  will  probably  be  .  100,000 

$15,125,908  89 

But  it  appears  that  tha  single  item  of  public  deht  will  require  in  the  year  1815,  a  sura 

of . .  15,493,146  36 

And  that  the  renenne  (independent  of  the  excess  of  the  authority  to  borrow,  4rc. 

brought  from  the  last  year's  ways  and  means)  will  only  be  ...  .  11, 1-50. "  00 

‘Leaving  a  deficiency,  in  that  respect  alone,  of  4,34.3,145  -55 
In  a  more  general  view,  however,  it  is  to  be  stated — 

That  the  charges  upon  the  treasury  for  the  year  1816,  amount  to  the  sum  of  56,032^034  60 

That  the  existing  sources  of  sufiply  amount  only  to  .  .  .  .  .  15,126,000  83 

And  that  ways  and  means  must  be  provided  to  raise  the  deficit  of  40.906,124  86 
It  will  be  readily  seen,  that  the  estimates  of  the  product  of  the  direct  tax,  and  of  the  new 
internal  duties  ,  are  applicable  only  to  the  present  year ;  and  that  io  eyery  sueoeediog  year,  Ul6 
mount  will  be  greatly  augmented. 
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It  must  also  be  reoeated,  that  in  the  statements  now  presented,  no  provision  is  inserted  for 
the  ro’^templated  sinking  fnnd  ;  nor  for  the  payment  of  a  considerable  amount  of  unliquidated 
fclaiirs  u»*on  the  government  forr  services  and  supplies ;  as  these  objects  seem  to  require  a  distinct 
consideration. 

PROPOSITIONS. 

I.  ft  i«  respectfully  proposed,  that  provision  be  made  to  raise  a  sum  of  40,906,124  dollars  and 
66  cents,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the  existing  revenue,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815  : — 
partly  by  faxes,  partly  by  an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  partly  by  an  authority  to  procure 
money  upon  loan. 

II.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  tliat  an  additional  sum  be  raised  by  taxes,  to  the  amount  of 
5,000.000  dollars  ;  and  that  the  following  objects,  or  a  selection  from  these  objects  of  taxation, 
graduated  in  the  amount  to  produce  that  sum,  to  be  made  equally  productive,  shall  form  the  basis 
of  the  additional  levy  : 

1.  A  tax  upon  inheritances  and  devises,  to  be  paid  by  the  heirs  or  devisees  may 

be  made  to  produce . 

2.  A  tax  upon  bequests,  legacies,  and  statutory  distribution,  to  be  paid  by  the 
legatees  or  legal  representatives,  may  be  made  to  produce 

3.  An  auxiliary  tax  upon  all  testamentary  instruments  and  letters  of  adrainistra* 
tion.  to  be  paid  by  the  executors  or  administrators,  may  be  made  to  produce 

4.  A  tax  upon  leor^l  process  and  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 

to  be  paid  by  the  parties  at  the  time  of  taking  out  the  process,  or  entering  the 
proceedings,  may  be  made  to  produce  •  . . 

5.  A  tax  upon  conveyances,  mortgages  and  leases,  to  be  paid  by  the  grantees, 

mortgagees,  and  lesses,  may  be  made  to  produce  . 

0.  A  stamp  tax  upon  bonds,  penal  bills,  warrants  of  attorney,  notarial  instru¬ 
ments,  policies  of  insurance,  all  negotiable  notes,  protests  of  bills  of  exchange 
and  promissory  notes,  bills  of  sale,  and  hypothecations  of  vessels,  bottomry  and 
respondentia  bonds,  may  be  made  to  produce . 

7.  A  tax  of  one  dollar  upon  every  barrel  of  wheaten  flour,  to  be  paid  by  the 

miller,  may  be  made  to  produce . 

8,  A  tax  upon  the  dividends  (other  than  the  dividends  of  banks)  and  upon  the 
sale  and  transfer  of  the  stocks  of  banks,  insurance  companies,  and  other  corpo¬ 
rations,  operating  for  profit,  upon  a  money  capital,  may  be  made  to  produce 

0.  An  income  tax,  may  easily  be  made  to  produce . 
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IIT.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  the  additional  sum  to  be  raised,  by  specified  taxes  shall  be  ap- 
.propnated  as  follows: 

1.  Towards  establishing  a  sinking  fund  in  relation  to  the  public  debt  created  since  the 

*  war, . 

2.  Towards  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes,  to  be  issued  in 

the  manner  hereafter  suggested, . 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  ..... 

•  / 


IV.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  there  shall  be  an  emi.ssion  of  treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of 

the  year  1815,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millionsof  dollars,  on  the  following  plan  : 

1.  The  denominations  of  the  notes  shall  be  such  as  the  secretary  of  the  tieasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  president,  may  direct. 

2.  The  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  shall  be  made  payable  to  order, 
and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  and  two-fifths  per  centum  per  annum. 

S,  The  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  shall 
be  payable  to  order,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  same  rate  ;  or  shall  be  payable  to  bearer,  and  bear  no 
interest ;  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  w  ilh  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  direct. 

A.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  under  twenty  dollars,  shall  be  made  payable  to  bearer,  and  shall  be 
cideulated  without  interest. 

5.  The  notes  shall  be  issued,  and  be  made  payable  at  the  treasury  only  ;  but  any  portion  of  them  may 
be  deposited  with  the  loan  officers  or  banks  throughout  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
put  into  general  circulation. 

6.  The  holders  'of  the  treasury  notes,  not  bearing  an  interest,  may,  at  any  time,  exchange  them,  in 
sums  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  for  certificates  of  public  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  irredeemable  for  12  years,  from  the  date  of  the  certificates  respectively. 

7.  The  notes  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States ,  but,  in  such  cases,  they  may  be 
re-is.«ufd. 

8.  The  notes  shall  be  payable  by  anaual  instalments,  according  to  ^ir  dates,  in  the  manner  to  be  nptir 
fled  by  the  treasury,  to  wit : 
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1q  1816,  the  Slim  of  .  •  •  .  (one  fifth)  .  ...  -  -  3,000,000 

In  1817,  the  sum  of  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  (one  fifth)  •  .  •  •  .  3,(XW,!J00 

In  1818,  the  sura  of  .....  (one  fifth)  .  .  •  .  S,0(/‘0,000 

In  1819,  the  sura  of  .....  (one  fifth)  ...  .  .  5,000  000 

In  18^,  the  sum  of  .  -  •  •  ♦  (one  fifth)  .  .  .  .  •  •  S,000,0;)0 

15,000.000 

9.  The  reimbursement  of  the  notes  shall  be  effected,  according  to  the  instalments,  either  by  the 

payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  to  the  holders ;  or  by  taking  out  of  circulation,  and 
destroying  the  sthiount  of  the  instalment,  in  notes,  which  have  been  paid  to  the  United 
States  for  duties,  taxes,  or  other  lieinands. 

10.  There  shall  be  an  appropriation  of  such  a  portion  of  the  taxes,  above  specifieil,  a.s  will  be  adequate 

to  the  payment  of  the  successive  instalments  of  the  notes;  ami  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
should  be  pledged  to  make  good  any  deficiency. 

11.  There  shall  be  no  additional  issue  of  treasury  notes,  except  upon  a  specific  pledge  of  the  same  taxes 

or  of  other  competent  taxes^  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  notes,  according  to 
the  stipulated  instalments. 

V.  It  is  respectfully  proposed,  that  authority  should  be  given  to  the  president,  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States. 

1.  The  loan  to  be  accepted  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  that  can  be  obtained. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  loan,  for  the  payment  and  security  of  principal  and  interest,  to  be  placed  on  the 

same  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  funded  debt  created  since  the  war. 

If  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  should  be 
adopted,  the  treasury  will  be  placed  on  the  following  footing  for  the  year  1815  : 

1.  The  ascertained  demands  upon  the  treasury  amount  to  .  .  .  56,032,(584  69 

2.  Tlie  existing  sources  of  revenue  and  supply  will  produce  11,150,000 

S.  The  excess  of  outstanding  revenue,  and  of  authority  to  borrow 

money  and  to  issue  treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  1814,  beyond 

the  demand,  is  estimated  at  ....  3,975,909  85 

4.  The  taxes  now  proposed,  are  estimated  to  produce  for  1815,  5,000,000 

5.  The  issue  of  treasury  notes  for  the  ser\Mce  of  1815,  will  prmluce  15,000,000 

6.  The  authority  to  raise  money  by  loan,  for  the  service  of  1815, 

extends  to  .  -  .  .  .  .  -  25,000,000 

-  60,125,909  85 

Surplus  of  ways  and  means,  4,093,875  14 

your  request,  to  submit  the  annexed  estimates  of 
the  products  of  the  existing  internal  duties,  and  of 
the  additional  duties  prr^posed  to  be  laid  by  the  bills 
now  before  congress ;  the  first  statement  exhibiting 
the  products  for  an  entire  year  after  the  resp^tive 
duties  shall  be  in  full  operation,  and  the  last  state¬ 
ment  showing  the  amounts  that  may  be  expect^ 
to  be  received  from  each  duty  during  the  year  1315. 
It  may  be' proper  to  add,  that  the  materials  do  not 
exist  for  forming  estiraates,  with  regard  to  the  new 
duties,  on  which  a  perfect  reliance  should  be  reposed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  SMITH, 
Commissioner  of  the  revenue. 
Hon.  Secret  ary  of  the  Treasury, 

No.  I. 

Estimate  of  the  products  of  the  eristin^  internal  du¬ 
ties  and  of  the  proposed  additional  duties  of  an  en¬ 
tire  year  after  they  shall  be  in  full  operatwn. 

Stamps  -  -  -  510,000 

Carriages  -  •  •  500,000 

Sales  at  auction  -  •  300,000 

Refined  sugar  -  -  -  150,000 

Licenses  to  retailers  -  -  900,000 

Licenses  for  stills  with  the  duty  on  spirits  4,000,000 
Postage  -  -  -  250,000 

Lotteries  -  •  •  150,000 

Furniture  -  -  -  1,258,000 

Horses  for  the  saddle  and  carriage  •  70-,000 

Gold  watches  -  -  60.000 

Silver  watches  -  •  -  170,000 

Boots  -  «  •  75,000 

Saddles  and  bridles-  -  .  •  €6,00^5 


The  surplus  of  ways  ami  means,  for  the  year  1815, 
will  be  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  the  con¬ 
templated  sinking  fund,  and  to  the  payment  of  any 
additional  expenses  that  congress  may  authorize. 

In  making  the  present  communication,  I  feel,  sir, 
that  I  have  performed  my  duty  to  the  legislature  of 
the  country  ;  but  when  I  perceive  that  more  than 
forty  millions  of  dollars  must  be  raised,  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  year  1815,  by  an  appeal  to  the  public 
credit,  through  the  medium  of  treasury  notes  and 
loans,  I  am  not  without  sensations  of  extreme  soli¬ 
citude.  The  unpromising  state  of  the  public  credit, 
and  the  obstructed  state  of  the  circulating  medium, 
are  sufficiently  known.,  A  liberal  imposition  of 
taxes,  during  the  session,  ought  to  raise  the  public 
credit,  were  it  not  for  counteracting  causes ;  but  it 
can  have  no  effect  in  restoring  a  circulating  medi¬ 
um.  It  remains,  therefore,  with  the  wisdom  of 
congress  to  decide,  whether  any  other  means  can 
applied  to  restore  the  public  credit,  to  re-estab¬ 
lish  a  national  circulating  medium,  and  to  facilitate 
the  necessary  anticipations  of  the  public  revenue. 
The  humble  opinion  of  this  department  on  the  snb- 
,iect,  has  been  respectfully,  though  frankly,  express¬ 
ed  on  former  occasions  ;  and  it  remains  unchanged. 

,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  considera¬ 
tion,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W,  EppeSf  Esq,  chairman  of  the  committee  rf 
ways  arid  means, 

SCHEDULE  A. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

Revenue  Office,  December  16, 1814. 
have  the  honour,  in  compliance  wi^h 
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Paper  -  -  -  50, 000 

Candles  ....  .  2.X),000 

Playing  cards  -  -  80,000 

Tobacco  and  snuff  ...  200,(KK) 

Hats  -  ...  .  .  4<>6’ooO 

-  -  -  S50000 

IVails  ...  SOO'OiH) 

Beer,  ale  and  poilcr  -  .  60,(KX) 

Leather  -  -  .  600,000 


$10,379,000 

NO.  tl. 

Eslimale  of  the  amovnts  that  may  he  expected  to  he 
received  from  the  foregoing  duties^  during  the  year 
1815. 

^<^amps  .  •  .  510,000 

Carriages  S0),000 

Sales  at  auction  -  -  210,000 

Refined  sugar  -  -  .  150,0t>0 

Licenses  to  retailers  -  -  875,900 

Licenses  for  stills,  with  the  duty  on  spirits  2,600,000 
Postage  ...  2';0.0()0 

Lotteries  ...  50.00-0 

Furniture  ...  1,238.000 

Horses  for  the  saddle  and  carriage  •  -  70  000 

Gold  watches  -  -  60,000 

Silver  watches  ...  470,003 

Boots  "I 

Saddles  and  bridles 
Paper 

Candles  \ 

Playing  cards 

Tobacco  and  snuff  ^  -  570,000 

Hats 

Iron 

Nails 

Beer,  ale  and  porter 
Leather 


$7,053,000 


This  estimate  has  been  made,  on  the  .imposition 
that  the  bills,  laving  the  new  duties,  will  be  passed 
previously  to  the  1st  of  .Tanuary  next. 


OHIO,Jamiary  2,  1815. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  h^me  of 
representativea. 

We  ar»,  therefore,  compelled  by  every  motive 
and  bound  by  every  tic,  which  can  infliirnce 
man  to  defend  the  liberty  of  oiir  country.  The 
good  people  of  Ohio  have  hitherto  met  every 
difficulty  and  danger  with  a  promptness  and 
energy  corresponding  witli  the  oct‘asion.  and  ha¬ 
ving  the  most  satisfactory  proofs  of  their  incli¬ 
nation  and  capacity  to  defend  their  rights. — 
Their  conduct  has  given  them  an  honourable 
standing  among  their  fellow  citizens  of  the 
union,  which  I  risk  nothing  in  saying,  will  not 
be  tarnished  by  the  future.  With  the  patri¬ 
otism  which  has  heretofore' distinguished  them, 
and  with  a  resolution  suited  to  the  crisis,  they 
will  maintain  the  struggle  and  defend  the  sa¬ 
cred  privileges  derived  from  their  ancestors.  I 
should  be  unfaithful  at  my  post,  if  1  did  not 
avail  myself  of  the  first  opportcionity  afibided 


me  to  warn  you  of  the  .difficulties  and  dangeis 
which  .threaten  the  country  ;  and,  gentlemen, 
permit  me  to  recommend  most  earnestly  the 
adoption  of  prompt  and  efficient  measures  to 
meet'snclra  state  of  things.  It 'is  tnie  we  are 
entitled  to  protection  from  the  government : 
but  fwst  experience  has  proved  it  equally  true, 
that  from  the  very  extensive  sea  coast  and  fron¬ 
tier  to  be  defended ;  and  the  nature  of  the  war¬ 
fare  carried  on  by  the  enemy,  this  protection 
cannot  at  all  times  be  completely  afforded,  and 
that  the  states,  to  a  certain  extent,  must  defend 
I  tfiemselvrs  in  aid  of  the  general  government. — 
The  constitution  of  Ohio,  confines  to  very  nar¬ 
row  limits  the  powers  of  the  executive,  and 
very  properly  eoufiflf  s  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  all  necessary  powers  to  proviile  the 
means  o‘  defence.  It  authorizes  the  executivo 
to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
pving  them  in  this  way  only  an  opportunity  of 
of  expressing,  pubtiely,  his  opinions  ot  the  mea¬ 
sures  which  are  necessary  for  the  safety  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  state.  To  the  exercise  of  this  right, 
gentlernen,  1  shall  resort  with  frankness  and  free¬ 
dom,  as  the  occasion  may  require  it,  satisfied 
the  legislature  will  give  to  every  subject  the 
consideration  its  importance  may  demand. 

On  yon,  gentlemen,  the  people  ot  Ohio  will 
rely  to  provide  the  means  for  their  immediate 
defence  and  safety,  and  for  a  prompt  and  vigo¬ 
rous  CO  operation  with  the  general  government, 
at  this  all  important  crisis  ;  and  the  patriotism, 
experience,  talents  and  integrity,  of  ivhicli  your 
honourable  body  is  composed,  afford  to  them  the 
strongest  assurance,  tnat  they  will  not  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  From  the  executive  they  will  have  a 
right  to  expect  a  faithful  and  energetic  e.xercisc 
of  the  poiver,  and  a  just  and  prop<M*  application 
of  the  moans  put  into  his  hands.  At  a  time  like 
the  f)re';ent,  wlien  we  are  surrounded  wdth  diffi¬ 
culty,  the  union  of  sentiment,  and  the  harmony 
which  prevails  among  the  good  people  of  Ohio, 
affords  the  most  pleasing  reflection,  and  is  truly 
a  blessing. 

On  the  duties  In  life  next  to  acts  of  immediate 
devotion  and  piety  to  our  God,  those  due  to  oup 
country  are  of  tiic  highest  obRgatton.  When 
all  have  an  interest  in  the  common  security, 
their  duties  may  be  variant  according  to  their 
stations,  but  none  are  exempt  from  contributing 
to  the  public  support  and  defence  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  As  all  are  bound  to  contribute  to  the 
support,  and  aid  in  defence  of  the  nation,  so  all 
are  entitled  to  participate  in  the  advantages  that 
result  from  civil  society  and  national  security. 

A  lalitiide  in  the  freedom  of  discussion  on  pub¬ 
lic  measures,  is  essential  to  a  free  government, 
and  party  spirits  a  constant  concomitant.  Party 
divisions  when  limited  to  due  bounds  are  saintar 
ry.  Collision  of  sentiments  will  promise  a  vigi¬ 
lant  attention  to  the.  conduct  of  public  charac¬ 
ters  and  elicits  the  light  of  tnith  on  public 
concerns.  To  be  irsefni  it  must  be  exercised 
with  moderation,  circumscribed  by  the  same 


laws  of  decorum,  and  balanced  by  the  same  so- 
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b€r  temper  which  bound  and  regulate  all  the 
ether  virtues.  But  when  party  spirit  is  exert¬ 
ed  to  foment  bitter  and  sanguinary  animosity,  to 
dissolve  tiie  very  ties  of  social  aSection  and  pub¬ 
lic  trusts ;  wlien  personal  ambition  and  party 
spirit  supplant  the  priuciple.s  of  patriotism,  and 
treat  the  permanent  interests  of  o*ir  country 
with  disregard,  or  if  regarded,  only  as  a  seconda¬ 
ry  cause;  when  men,  not  measures  are  8Up|K>rt- 
ed,  offices  of  honour  and  profit  sought  for  with 
all  the  violence  of  party  rancour  ;  theH.  indeed, 
party  spirit  ceases  to  be  salutary.  U  is  then 
the  true  interests  of  the  j)cople  arc  sacrificed  in 
the  pursuit  of  those  objects,  and  the  llbertv 
of  the  community  endangered  if  not  destroyed. 
It  is  indeed  to  be  laniented  that  we  have  luit  to 
depend  solely  on  the  history  of  distant  cotior 
tries,  and  remote  ages  for  the  evidence,  of  the 
baneful  effects  of  party  divisions.  Our  own  ob¬ 
servation  ^)d  experience  bring  home,  full,  con¬ 
clusive,  and  palpable  oonvictiou  of  the  humili¬ 
ating  fact.  If  party  divisions  had  not  deefdy  af¬ 
fected  the  energies  of  this  nation,  oan  any  one 
believe,  possessing  as  it  does  a  physical  force  of 
more  than  one  million  of  men  fit  to  bear  arms, 
with  other  means  in  abundmt  proportion,  that 
with  a  proper  management  of  its  affairs,  three 
campaigns  would  have  passed  by  with  so  little 
effect  on  the  enemy  ?  Is  there  not  the  most  rea¬ 
son  ible  ground  to  believe  that  with  a  proi>er 
application  of  the  united  means  ot*  the  nation, 
that  the  enemy  might,  ere  now,  have  been  clriven 
from  this  continent,  or  have  found  it  tnhis  inte¬ 
rest  to  have  made  a  peace  honourable  to  both 
nations?  How  greatly  then  is  it  to  be  wished 
that  the  nation  would  profit  by  past  experience, 
attend  to  the  warning  voice  of  reason,  and  in  fu¬ 
ture,  avoid  the  evils  which  result  from  the  in- 
tCmperaie  indulgence  of  party  spirit.  Let  us 
sincerely  endeavour  to  avoid  such  an  evil,  con¬ 
tinue  to  unite  in  a  coneiliatory  coiuhict  towards 
each  other,  and  cooperate  in  promoting  the  com¬ 
mon  interest,  if  we  are  governed  by  pure  and 
patriotic  motives,  we  will  not  differ  widely  as  to 
the  means  when  the  same  end  is  intended.  The 
people  of  Ohio  are  blesssed  with  a  soil  and  cli¬ 
mate  producing  the  fruits  of  the  earth  in  abiiu- 
daiice,  a  government  of  their  own  choice,  mild, 
add  equal  in  its  ofierations,  administering  with 
the  same  steady  hand,  justice  to  the  rich  and  to 
the  poor,  and  leaving  the  r^ad  to  competency 
and  comfort  open  to  all  who  will  use  the  neresa- 
ry  exertions  to  ol)tai!i  th^m.  Such  are  the  rich 
blessings  we  enjoy,  and  such  the  causes  we  have 
to  imite  in  the  most  grateful  thanks  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty  ruler  of  the  univ-  rse,  who  Iras  thus  be¬ 
stowed  on  us  his  choicest  blessings  and  humbly 
aiid  sincerely  imolore  a  continuation  of  them. — 
We  are  assured  that  “  righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”— 
Wlu'ii  those  .who  are  selected  by  the  people  to 
manage  their  affairs  are  corrupt,  and  set  an  evil 
example,  the  blessings  of  Provitlence  cannot  be 
exjv'cted  on  the  result  of.  their  labours.  The 
faithful  execution  of  good  laws  is  the  best  secu- 
nty  for  all  men  with  honest  hitentions,  and  the 


greatest  restraint  on  the  unprincipled.  He 
therefore,  who,  is  clothed  with  authority  by  the 
people,  should  remember,  that  he  has  increased 
his  accountability  to  his  God,  and  that  a  good 
example  will  produce  the  best,  whilst  the  wick^ 
ed  and  im.'nocal  conduct  will  produce  the  inost^ 
pernicious  effects  on  society. 

Let  ns  all  sincerely  endeavour  to  do  justice, 
love  mercy  and  walk  humbly,  with  a  fair  reli¬ 
ance  on  Providence,  and  hearts  united  in  the 
use  of  the  means  we  possess  solemnly  detennine 
to  defend  our  sacred  rights  or  perish  with  them.. 
The  Justice  o<*  our  cause  will  give  double  cou¬ 
rage  to  every  heart,  and  nerve  every  arm  with 
acklitional  strength.  With  the  example  ot  the 
heroes  of  the  revolution  before  us,  shall  we 
shrink  from  a  defence  of  what  they  achieved 
with  their  blood  and  treasure  ?  Shall  we  permit 
that  soil,  the  rich  heritage  of  our  fathers,  the 
patriots  and  martyrs  of  the  revolution,  to  be  par¬ 
titioned  among  the  savages  by  the  same  haugh¬ 
ty  enemy,  whose  pride  they  humbled  in  a  state 
of  comparative  weaki.ies.s  ?  Then  indeed  we 
should  iKit  deserve  either  the  name  or  blessings 
of  frceiiien- 

With  their  bright  example,  and  the  good  old 
proverb  to  admonish  us,  tliat  ”  united  we  stand',, 
divided  we  fall,”  let  us  resolve  with  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  God,  never  to  despair  of  the  republic. — 
With  the  strongest  desire  to  discharge  with  fide¬ 
lity  the  duties  of  my  station,  I  beg  you  to  be 
assured,  gentlemen,  that  it  will  afford  me  the 
most  sincere  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
promoting  the  best  hiterests  of  our  fellow  citi¬ 
zens. 

T.  WORTHlNGTOxN. 

CHrLiroTHE,  Dec.  8,  1814. 


From  the  Western  [Ken.)  Monitor ^  Jan.  6. 

Our  entrance  uj)on  the  new  year  is  marked 
by  circumstances  peculiarly  inauspicious. 

Never  since  the  erection  of  this  into  a  sove¬ 
reign  state,  were  prospects  more  gloomy.  How 
different  our  situation  three  years  ago  ! 

Tlie  present  situation  of  our  country,  and 
the  prospect  before  us,  presents  to  the  mind 
every  thing  which  is  calculated  to  oppress  the 
spirits,  and  sadden  the  heart.  The  New  En¬ 
gland  states  for  whose  benefit  and  against  whose 
will  the  present  war  was  declared  and  has  beea 
continued  have  ere  this,  io  all  probability  adopt¬ 
ed  measures  which  must  of  necessity  eventuate 
in  disunion.  The  intelligence  from  Orleans  re¬ 
presents  that  place  in  the  most  imminent  dagger. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  which  have  gone 
against  it  are  between  12  and  15  thousand 
strong.  In  Canada  formidable  preparations  are 
making  for  an  expedition  against  the  fleet  oo 
Champlain  or  Erie  and  against  Detroit.  The 
balance  of  the  Kentucky  militia  who  were  en¬ 
rolled  last  summer  are  ordered  to  Detroit. — 
Complaints  of  the  scarcity  of  money  are  increar 
sing  every  day,  and  this  too  at  the  moment  that 
a  tax  is  about  to  be  collected  of  twenty  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars ! 

But  a  few  years  ago  tfit;  situatiori  of  America 
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was  sucb  in  prosperity,  security,  &c.  that  it 
seemed  in  the  view  of  many  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  any  way  in  which  she  could  be  injured, 
without  something  like  a  miracle ;  but  by  a  re¬ 
gular,  and  almost  unintemipted  succession  of 
events,  a  state  of  things  has  arrived  portentous 
of  the  neaf  approach  of  the  most  signal  dis¬ 
tress  and  sufferings. 

We  cannot  suppose  it  either  candid  or  honest 
to  conceal  the  real  situation  of  things  from  the 
mind.  It  is  a  woful  evidence  of  error 
and  ignonoice*  4hat  the  real  situation  of  the 
county  stiould  lie  learnt  for  the  first  time  by 
the  citizens  feeling  distress  and  misery.  The 
public  mind  must  undergo  a  thorough  reforma¬ 
tion,  as  to  men,  before  such  a  course  and  system 
of  measures ^are  adopted  as  will  redeem  the  na¬ 
tion  from  the  dangers  which  surround,  and  the 
ruin  which  menaces  it. 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  dwell  upin  the  alarming 
situation  of  public  affairs,  and  we  only  hint  at 
it,  that  our  readers  may  be  prepared,  without 
being  surprised,  for  the  tremendous  storm  which 
is  gathering,  and  will,  unless  averted  by  a  gra¬ 
cious  God,  burst  upon  our  unhappy  country  in 
a  short  time. 


SPIRIT  OF  »76. 

OUR  FATHERS  WOULD  NOT  BE  SLAVES. 

GUILDERIiAND  MEETING. 

At  a  very  numerous  and  general  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Guilderland,  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  consisting  of  all  political 
parties,  held  at  the  house  of  Joel  Morgan,  on 
Mtiirday  the  21st  of  January,  1815,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the 
inhabitants  of  ttie  said  town,  on  the  law  lately 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  en¬ 
titled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  raising  of 
troops  for  the  defence  of  this  state.” 

Wm.  M‘Known,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Dr.  Jacob  S.  Miller,  was  appointed  secretary. 

The  Ibllowiog  persons  were  chosen  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  draw  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  meeting,  viz. — John  Schoolcraft,  Thomas 
Harmans,  jun.  Andrew  Ostrander,  John  E. 
Winne,  Samuel  R.  Campbell,  and  Royal  John- 
Bon,  Esqrs. 

The  committee  after  having  retired  from  the 
meeting,  returned  and  reported  the  following 
prean^Je  and  resolutions,  which  were  read  and 
Mnanmiously  adopted. 

I^ereas  we  believe  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  this  state,  administer¬ 
ed  in  their  purity  as  they  were  transmitted  to 
us  by  the  sages  who  framed  them,  will  secure 
the  blessings  of  civil  liberty  ;  and  that  every 
infraction  of  our  constitution  by  those  who  ad¬ 
minister,  and  have  sworn  to  support  it,  is  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  Rnd  demands 
the  solemn  animadversion  of  all  those  who  are 
regardful  of  the  true  interests  and  happiness  of 
their  country. 

And  whereas  we  believe  that  the  law  enacted 
by  the  majority  of  the  legislature  of  this  state, 


under  the  specious  title  of  ”  An  4ct  to  authorize 
the  raising  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  this 
state,”  but  which  in  fact  directs  12,000  of  our 
citizens  to  be  taken  by  conscription  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  general  government,  is  unnecessari¬ 
ly  oppressive,  impolitic  and  unconstitutional. — 
Because  it  imposes  upon  this  state,  a.tax  for  the 
support  of  the  war  of  upwards  of  two  millions 
of  dollars,  from  which  our  sister  states  are  ex¬ 
empted.  Because  it  is  unequally  imposed  upon 
the  citizens  of  our  own  state.  Because  this 
state  has  no  power  to  raise  troops  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  general  government.  Because  it 
places  at  the  disposal  of  the  administration  of 
the  general  government,  for  objects  of  foreign- 
conquest,  the  citizen  soldier,  who  by  the  consti¬ 
tution  is  reserved  for  purposes  of  defence  only. 
Because  it  gives  the  general  government  an  un¬ 
due  influence  in  the  state,  neither  intended  or 
recognised,  and  which  in  the  hands  of  ambitious 
and  unprincipled  men  may  be  used  for  the  sub¬ 
version  of  our  dearest  rights.  Because  it  gives 
an  unwarrantable  patronage  to  the  governor  of 
this  state  in  the  pow'er  of  appointing  officers 
without  the  advice  of  the  council.  Because  it 
is  dangerous  in  precedent,  and  hazardous  in 
practice. — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  hold  the  constitution  sa¬ 
cred  and  inviolable,  and  that  wc  revere  it  as 
the  certain  barrier  between  liberty  and  despo¬ 
tism  :  and  that  those  who  would  infringe  upon 
it,  or  advise  it  to  be  done,  under  the  pretext  of 
necessity,  or  expediency,  are  enemies  to  their 
country. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  a  law  which  takes 
12,000  citizens  of  this  state  by  violence  from 
their  firesides  and  their  homes,  subjects  them  to 
military  law,  and  forces  them  into  the  field  fof 
the  purposes  of  foreign  conquests,  for  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  tiic  ambitious  and  unprincipled  views 
of  any  administration,  as  deroga^^ory  to  the 
character  of  freemen,  and  worthy  only  the  go- 
!  vernment  of  the  late  despot  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion. 

Resolved,  Tliat  to  be  still,  when  wc  know 
that  the  chains  of  tyranny  are  rivetting  around 
us,  is  treason  to  our  country.  That  we  will 
rise  in  the  “  majesty  of  our  might,”  sound  the 
tocsin  of  alarm,  and  never  abandon  our  liberties 
but  with  our  lives. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  the  citizens  of  a  republican  government 
openly  to  meet,  and  freely  express  their  senti¬ 
ments  on  the  conduct  of  rulers ;  and  as  they  va¬ 
lue  their  liberties,  to  resist  the  first  attempt  to 
wrest  from  the  people  the  rights  guarantied  to 
them  by  their  constitution  and  laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  his  Honour  the  Chancellor,  for  his 
able  and  determined,  though  unsuccessful  at¬ 
tempt  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  law  so  ob¬ 
noxious  ;  and  that  he  deserves  the  encomiums  of 
every  true  friend  to  the  interests  of  the  state, 
as  **  the  man  who  dare  be  honest  in  the  worst 
of  times.” 

Wm.  M*KN0WN,  Chairman^ 

Jacob  S.  MiixeRi  Secretary^. 


